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the age of ninety-one years and four months.
During the years he spent in the United States,
wonderful changes took place, marvelous inven-
tions were madc and the whole system of lif
was changed. - During such times, and under the
stimulant of such surroundings, the character of
men was developed, and their worth proven.

Amid such surroundings John Greenlee, Jr.,
was reared, and while his educational advantages
were better than those accorded his father, per-
haps he imbjbed less real knowledge, for the
elder Mr. Greenlee was o very remarkable man,
The younger John went to the district school in
Harlem Towuship, and then to a select school at
Marengo, where he took up tbe higher branches,
but instead of going any further he decided it
was better to prepare himself for a business ca-
reer, as his tastes were in that direction.

In 1864 he married Miss Elizabeth Brown, who
died in 1870, survived by her husband and two
daughters, Helen and Elizabeth Brown, who re-
side with their father at No. 805 Novth State
Street, Belvidere, I, in a large and commodious
residence. ,

After leaving the farm, Mr. Greenlee moved
to Belvidere, and entered the hardware business
in partuership with his brother, Charles Greenlee,
and brother-in-law, James O. Gregory. Later the
partnership was dissolved and another formed
with his brother, George Greenlee, and Robert
Harvey, which continued until 1889. Then he,
together with several others, organized the Peo-
ple’s Bank, and he was appointed to the position
of cashier and became one of the Board of Direc-
tors, which place be held until 1908. He assisted
in the organization of the Belvidere Telephone
Cowpany and until recently was one of its Board
of Directors. He was a stockholder of the Na-
tional Sewing Machine Company, and has ever
taken an active part in all matters pertaining to
the welfare of the public. In 1886 he was elected
County Treasurer and served one term, and he
has held various other offices, including that of
Supervisor and member of the North Side School
Board. Until June 18, 1897, when attacked by
a stroke of paralysis, his life has been full and
active. Adways genial, he has won a host of
friends wleréver be has been. While now he is
seen frequently upoxi the street in his wheel chair,
his genial face and active mind are sadly missed
from .business circles and social life.
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HEATH, Stanley T,, farmer and thresher, Cap-
ron, Boone Township, Boone County, Ill. Those
who know the prominent citizen just mentioned
are aware that he has won a very creditable sue-
cess in life, and all agree that be has achieved it
by the exercise of all those personal qualities
which make for stalwart manhood and praise-
worthy citizenship. Though he did not come
into the world without some financial prospects
already provided for him, he is. in the truest
sense of the phrase, a self-made man who has
carefully marked out his own career and per-
sistently walked very near to the line.

Stanley T. Heath was born in Bonus Town-
ship, ‘October 17, 1857, a son of Clarkson Wright
and Cyntbia (Stevenson) Heath, his father a
native of New Jerseyr, his mother a native of
Ohijo. Clarkson W. Heath was born March 31,
1824. He was brought early in life to Ohlo,
where he grew to manhood. He came to Iilinois
in 1845, reaching Boone County, October 12. He
settled first in Bonus Township, later removing
to Boone Township, three miles south of Capron,
to which village he removed some years before
bis death. From tbe organization of the Repub-
lican party he advocated and voted for its prin-
ciples. Taking a prominent part in local affairs,
hie served four years as Supervisor of his towu-
ship and held other township offices. The tem-
perance uestion early attracted his attention
and, from his early manhood until bis death, he
was decidedly a temperance man. Though not
a member of any church, he was from time to
time an attendant upon the services of different
churches in his vicinity and belped to support
them all.

In 1847 Clarkson Wrizht Heath married Miss
Jane Miller, who died seven years later, leaving
two children—Clara, who is Mrs. Charles Froth-
ingham, and Lelia, who is the widow of Sey-
mour Van Epps, late of Belvidere, and the
mother of Arthur J, and Walter S. Van Epps,
who are represented by biographieal sketches
elsewhere in this volume. April 12, 1836, Mr.
Heath married Cynthia Stephenson, who bore him
children as follows: Stanley T.. the eldest, who
receives attention below; Ina, Mrs. Elmer An-
drews, whose husband is a confractor at Oak
Park, TIL; William R., is an official of the Lar-
kin Soeap Company, Buffalo, N. Y.

Mrs. Henth, who is a daughter of Edward and
Sarab (Watson) Stevenson, was born in Leb-
anon, Warren County, Ohio, October 11, 1830,
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s
Dr. R. B. Andrews, this relation continuing un-
til 1905, and since the latter date, Dr, Swift
has been eugaged in practice alone.

In 1885, Dr. Swift was married at Belvidere,
111, to Jessie Curtis, a.daughter of Charles and
Mary Ann -(Mounsey) Curtis, the former a pio-
neer settler of Boone County, and of this union
there have been two children, Harold Arthur
and Helen Louise. Politically, Dr., Swift is'a
Republican; in 1900 was elected Alderman -of
the city of Belvidere, serving one year, when
in 1901, he was elected Mayor, continuing in
this office until 1903. He has also served as a
member of the Board of Health seven years, for
elght years has been Precinet Committeeman,
and for four years member of the Senatorial
Committee for Boone County. In his profession-
al relations, he is a member of the Boone
County Medical Society, the Northwestern
Homeopathic Medical Association, the Ameri-
can Institute of Homeopathy, and the Illinois
State Medical Society. He is also Medical Ex-
aminer for a number of Societies and Life In-
surance Companies, and Secretary of the United
States Board of Pension Examiners at Belvidere.
His religious associations are with the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church, in which he holds the
office of Trustee, and fraternally is identified
with the Masonic Order as a member of Belvi-
dere Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. M.; Kishwaukee
Chapter R. A. M. No. 90; K. T. Crusader Com-
mandery No. 17, Rockford, Ill.; and Tebala
Lodge, Mystic Shrine, of Rockford.

Dr. Swift has had a sucessful career in his
profession, and socially is regarded as an af-
fable and pleasant gentleman.

THOMPSON, Ole, (deceased.)—The late Ole
Thompson was born in Norway, October 14, 1837,
and died September 28, 1898, on his farm four
miles northwest of Capron in LeRoy Township,
Boone County. In 1841 Mr, Thompson was
brought to America and remained at home until
be attained his majority, when he went to Cali-
fornia, where he engaged in mining for seven
years, but returned home in 1866 and on July
6th of that year, married Margaret Bean. Mrs.
Thompson was born in Norway in 1841 and was
three years of age when brought by her parents
to Illinois. The Norse spelling of the family
name bothered his American neighbors, so Mrs.
Thompson was born in Norway in 1841, and was
settled in Capron, where he died of consumption

at the age of thirty-two, when his daughter was
eight years old. Margaret Bean had a brother,
Knute, and a sister, Elizabeth. Knute was only
ten years old when his father died, and he bad
to take charge of affairs. The widow had noth-
ing but the wild land her husband has secured
and they all worked very hard, but the mother
lived to see her children happily married. Eliz-
abeth married L.ewis Goodsell, but died of con-
sumption at thirty-two. Knute is a prosperous
farmer on the farm adjoining the homestead.
On the latter the cabin in which they made their
brave fight against poverty is still standing.
After marriage Mr. Thompson took a position
with his brother-in-law, Lewis Goodsell, and op-

erated a gristmill, in time replacing the old mill ..

with a new one. After ten years be exchanged
his share for a farm of 57 acres in LeRoy Town-
ship, to which be added, until at the time of his
death the property was a very valuable one. He
put up a good house, barn and other buildings,
and he and bhis wife were very comfortable
there. Mr. Thompson embarked in other lines
and made a success of whatever he undertook.
Kind-hearted, genial, always ready to look on the
bright side of life, he naturally made many
friends and his loss was sincerely mourned. He
was not a politician, although a good Republican,
and he served as School Director. Fle was a
member of the Lutheran Church of Capron, in
which he was Deacon and Church Treasurer.
Mr. Thompson was never called upon in vamm for
financial aid when any church affair was in
mind, for he gave liberally and generously and
was greatly Interested in its advancement. Peo-
ple grew to depend upon him and what he sald,
and if he endorsed anyone it was sufficient, for
he was known to support only those who were
honest and worked for the best good of human-
ity. i

One child was born to Mr. and Mrs. Thompson,
William, born February 24, 1867. He has al-
ways lived at home. By tradé he is a painter,
but he conducts a photograph gallery. Ten years
ago Mrs. Thompson left the farm, and bulilding a
pleasant home in Capron, now resides there with
her son and rents the farm property. .

TILLERSON, Ole R—No one is to be more
complimented on the perfect method and order
with which their agricultural affairs are con-
ducted than be whose name s given above.

He was a farmer and one of the most success-

G st Tronlints

ate «;-;;g‘ 5




}v

3

R

D ey

T
Gy T

2.

N aecilin. el

ful in the county, and although of foreign
birth, he has ever taken a deep interest in the
progress and development of his adopted country.

Mr. Tillerson was born in Voss, Norway, on a
farm named Rong, about nine miles from Ber-
gen, on the 20th day of August, 1823, and his
father, T'roud Tillerson, who was a carpenter by
trade, was also a native of that country.

The elder Mr. Tillerson was married in Nor-
way to Miss Tilda Tillerson, and they became the
parents of six children, one daughter, who de-
parted this life while in Norway, and yet a small
child. . Three sons and two daughters grew to
adult years and came to America.

In 1848, two years after our subject came to
America, the parents crossed the ocean with their
son, Ole Millerson, and both died on this side of
the Atlantic when about seventy-three years of
age. All the children are now deceased.

After Ole R. Tillerson's marriage, which oc-
curred in Norway, to Miss Martha Nyre, in 1845,
he, with his bride, took passage on a sailing
vessel at Bergen, and after an ocean voyage
of forty-six days, reached New York City. From
there they went to Milwaukee, by river, canal
and the lakes, and were about two weeks mak-
ing the trip.

After reaching that city, they went with ox-
team to their present home, and the following
vear Mr., Tillerson bought one hundred and
sixty acres of government land. He had but
eighty dollars in money and one cow, and his
claim costing one buudred and sixty dollars, he
had to borrow the balance, paying fifty per
cent interest. (WIill say here, for a moral les-
son, that the man who charged this high rate
of interest died In the poor house.)

Mr. Tillerson erected a rude log-house and
resided In it for about two years, when he was
joined by his parents, and he and his father
bought forty acres of land, upon which they
both resided for some time.

Our .subject lost his wife on the ninth day of
July, 1863. Their union had been blessed by
the birth of eleven children, five daughters and
six sons. One son died in infancy, and in the
fall of 1853 they buried two little girls, Carrie
and Emeline; both died within two weeks of
each other with typhoid fever. There were six
persons prostrated in the same house at one
time by the same disease.

On the fifteenth of September, 18GS, Mr. Tii-
lerson married Miss Christie Sleen, from Voss,
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Norway, who came over from Norway in 1866,
and the fruits of this union have been nine chil-
dren. They lost one daughter, Emma, who was
a student of Rockford Seminary. She was a
young lady of more than usual promise. She
passed away on the twenty-sixth of January,
1892, and the following spring would bave grad-
uated at the seminary. Her sunny and pleas-
ant disposition won her a large host of friends
that have missed her congenial associations.

On September twenty-first, 1893, Miss Carrle
Tillerson was married at her home to Peter O.
Hynning, of Chicago, who owned a gentlemen's
furnishing store in that city. All the brothers
and sisters that were living at that time were
at home, and sixteen children were gathered
around the marriage feast. But her beautiful
lief was ended on December 18, 1899, after much
patient suffering.

At this writing there remain living Martin,
Andrew, Ella, Anna, Sarah, Kanute, Dena,
Henry (a bardware merchant of Chicago), Tilda,
Thomas N,, a ranchman in New Mexico; Lewis,
a real estate man in Chicago; Martha; Ellis, a
sheep ranch owner in Dakota; Betsey, of Chi-
cago, and Frank, a carpenter, who is married
and lives in Beloit, Wisconsin. The latter eight
are children from his former marriage.

At the decease of Mr. Tillerson, he owned five
hundred and sixty acres of well improved agri-
cultural land and forty acres of second growth
timber land.

He was a very tbrifty and industrious farmer,
cultivating nearly all the products adapted to
this part of the country. He also kept a large
dairy during his lifetime and considered it an
excellent investment.

He always voted the Republican ticket, and
was ouce elect'ed Supervisor.” He administered
estates, running inte many thousands ot dollars,
and at one time was guardian of six minors in
one estate and two in another.

He was the leader, and his home the head-
quarters of the Norwegians that came from the
old country to this locality. As he was a broad-
minded man and familiar with the alien laws,
his country-men npaturally sought him as a
counselor. He was highly esteemed in the com-
munity, and his honesty and uprightness are un-
questioned.

Honorable and upright "in all his dealings, he
was intrusted with the finances of several large
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estates, and proved that he was ever worthy of
the trust placed in bim.

He and Mrs. Tillerson were members of the
Norwegian Lutheran Church at Norway, and
were the founders of the church in the mnorth-

ern part of the township. Although they brought *

but little of the world’s goods to this country,
they respect the word of God and place their
faith and trust in God, and have been prosper-
ous and happy.

Mrs. Tillerson's aged mother, now ninety
years of age, while she has been here with her
daughter since 1891, and loves her grandchil-
dren and her daughter, still longs for the beauti-
ful home among the mountains of Norway.

Although Mrs. Tillerson is not what one
would call an educated lady, she is still more
intelligent than many college-bred ladies, and
has taught her children the Norwegian tongue,
besides Instructing them in other useful ways.

Mr. and Mrs. Tillerson's greatest and most
earnest wish Is that their children will always
respect the word of God, and be consideruate of
tke poor and suffering. Since the early death
of their daughter, which was a sad blow to bear,
they still think that the cloud has its silver lin-
ing, and that “A good God reigns over all.” Her
funeral was one long to be rewmembered on ac-
count of the large number of friends who paid
their last respects to the dear departed one.

Mrs. Tillerson still lives on the old homestead,
enjoying excellent health, but misses Mr. Tiller-
son, who departed this life June 9, 1897.

TOBYNE, William, (deceased), who for many
years was one of the prominent figures in agri-
cultural circles in Boone County and who left
behind him an.honorable record for thrift, hard
work and energetic action, was born February
21, 1823, in Ontario, Canada, and died October
21, 1885. He was married May 14, 1852, to
Fidelia Melvin, who died. On September 14,
1864, he married Augusta Easton, who survives
him and is living at Debeque, Col. Of the chil-
dren born to his first marriage, two reached ma-
turity: Hiram W., who died October 27, 1897,
owner of the old Tobyne homestead, where his
widow now resides; Laura, born September 5,
1853, died March 23, 1888. The children of the
second familly were: Flora, who married Sam-
uel K. Walker, of Debeque, Col.; Della J. mar-
ried Joy H. Cross, of Colorado Springs, Col.;
Fred E., born January 18, 1871, married Jan-

uary 12, 1898, Blanche I. Bounds, of Poplar
Grove, born December 1, 1876, and they have
three children; Flora Alice, born December 12,
1898; Anna May, born April 28, 1900, and Mil-
dred Blanche, born June 22, 1903,

In 1836 William Tobyne, then a lad of thir-
teen, came with his parents, James and Susan
Tobyne, to Illinois, and he remained at home
until his marriage in 1832, when he settled on a
farm adjoining that of his father in Belle
Prairie Township. In the latter ’60s he sold
this property And bought the farm where his
son, Fred, now resides. In 1876 he erected the
pleasant home, and there he spent the
remainder of his life and there died. In poli-
tics he was a Republican, and he was Deacon of
the Baptist Church of Belvidere, of which he
was one of the founders and liberal supporters.
He was a man of strictest integrity, and won
for himself the confidence and respect of all
with whom he came in contact. His loss was se-
verely felt, not only in his family, but through-
out the community where for so many years he
had lived and worked.

Fred Tobyne remained at home, taking charge
of the farm for his father, and bought out the
interests of the other beirs after the latter's
death. The farm consists of one hundred and
sixty-seven acres of fine land, and be has made
some very extensive improvements, including
the erection of a large block barn, 32x8G feet.
IIe carries on general farming, dairying and
stock raising, milking 20 cows. He keeps a good
breed of all kinds of stock. He is a Baptist
and takes an active part in its good work. In
politics he is a Republican, with strong Prohi-
bition sentiments. Mr. Tobyne has devoted his
life to his farm, having left school to work
upon it for his father, and his success is cer-
tainly well merited.

TRIPP, John G.—The prosperity of every
community depends very largely upon the scu-
men and enterprise of its leading business 'men,
through whose endeavors new undertakings are
started -and old concerns given new life. XEs-
pecially is this true of Belvidere, Ill, which,
although an old place, is one of the most wide
awake in the State, and is the home for many
flourishing enterprises headed by men of sub-
stanece and public spirit. Such a man is Jobn
G. Tripp, retailer of Ilumber and coal, located
at No. 205 South State Street, who bas been
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in this line of business for the past sixteen
years, and who has also contiributed toward
the general industrial prosperity by the organiza-
tlon of The Belvidere Telephone Company, in
the spring of 1888, of which he was made Vice-
president, and of The Electric Stonre Company,
on July 12, 1900, of which he is still President.

Mr. Tripp was born in Bonus Township,
Boone County, I, March 28, 1854, a son of
James D. and Angeline (Maxon) Tripp, who
were married October 4, 1829, and had thirteen
children. James D. Tripp held various Town-
ship offices, and was a man greatly respected in
his community. One of Mr. Tripp's great-
grandfathers was & Revolutionary soldier.
After completing the course at the Belvidere
High School, Mr. Tripp, when twenty years old
began farming, but two years later was etaployed
by M. G. Leonard in buying grain and woo! with
a working interest in the business. After being
in the employ of Mr. Leonard for thirteen years,
he again engaged in farming for three years,
then spent two years in shipping live-stock, after
which he embarked in the lumber and coal busi-
ness with O. H. Wright & Company. In 1898
he bought out the firm of Witbeck & Wheeland
at his present place of business, and since then
has built up a very large trade.

On February 4, 1880, Mr. Tripp married
Belle C. Chamberlain, at Belvidere, 1ll,, and the
following children have been born to them:

‘Helen N., Belle C., Jennie L., Ruth E. and

Maxon, who I8 deceased. The family reside at~
No. 907 Pear] Street, Belvidere. In politics Mr.
Tripp is a Republican, while fraternally he is
a member of the Modern Woodmen, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and the Order of Elks. His
religious belief associates him with the Protest-’
ant faith. Public-spirited, enterprising, a man
of strictest integrity, Mr. Tripp has steadlly
advanced in the confidence of his fellow towns-
men, and may be counted upon to support any-
thing he believes will eventually conserve the
best Interest of the majority.

TUTTLE, Ransom F., farmer and stockman,
Manchester townshlp, Boone County, Ill. The
farmer of today could be no more justly likened
to the farmer of s half-century ago, than could
the general business man of today to his proto-
type of the '40s and *50s. In the former
period farming was unsystematic and, with many,
it was a makeshift occupation. Perhaps the

latter fact accounts in no small measure for the
apparently larger number of fa,ilures among
farmers of those days than among farmers of
the twentieth century. Not only has farming
been reduced to a practical science, but is a
great Industry involving the investment of im-
mense capital and producing a very large per- -
centage of the world’s wealth. Stock-raising
and other auxiliary features of farminy have
kept pace with farming itself. Boone County has
many first class farmers, Manchester township
has {ts proportion of them, and Ransom ¥,
Tuttle is one of the best known of that number.

Mpr. Tuttle was born in LeRoy Township, Sep-
tember 12, 1357, a son of Lorin Tuttle, whose
wife was Caroline -Powell. Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle
were both natives of St. Lawrence County, N.
Y., which Is known as one of the most plctur-
esque regions of America. They came to La
Salle County, Il1, in 1852, and, in 1854, rémoved
to Boone County, settling in LeRoy ToWnshlp.
There, and in Boone Township, they lived and
labored during the remainder of. their lives.
Mr. Tuttle died at Capron, late in the '80s,
when he was ﬂttj—seve’n years old; his widow
survived him until January, 1904, when she dled
at the age of seventy-six years. They were the
parents of five children, who are named In the
order of their natlvity: Ransom F., Horace F.,
Emma, Mary and Anna.

Ransom F. Tuttle was reared and educated
in Boone County and learned farming under his
father’s instruction, He has lived In the county
all his life, with the exception of one year which
he spent in Callfornia, and, save for a few
years during which he operated meat markets
at Capron and Poplar Grove, he has devoted
bhimself entirely to farming and stock-raising.
He is the owner of one hundred and fifty acres .
of land, all of which is well improved, provided
with modern buildings and up-to-date machlnery
and appliances. He has lived on his present
farm since the spring of 1901. :

October 22, 1879, Ransom F. Tuttle married
Migs Belle Scougall, a ‘native of Boone County
and a daughter of Loughin Scougall, a Scotch-
man, who first saw ‘the light of day In Edin-
burgh. Mrs, Tuttle has borne her husband
children named George, Arthur and Ella.
Wherever he has lived Mr. Tuttle has been
much interested in everything pertajning to
township and munieipal progress and prosperity.
While he is not a politician in the usual ac-
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ceptation of the term, there is no question of
public economy which does not receive his in-
telligent ‘consideration. Above all, he is a be-
liever in the great destiny of the American
people and in the absolute necessity for good
and still better government. In order to carry
out some ideas of his own with respect to local
government, he has, from time to time, consent-
ed to fill village and township offices, and for
some years while he lived in Capron he was a
member of the Village Board. He is an 0dd
Fellow and a Modern Woodman of America.

VANCE, Alexander, Postmaster, undertaker
and furniture dealer at Capron, Boone County,
Il1l. The name of Vance has long been well
known in the United States. Representatives
of the family have been prominent in business,
in the sciences, in literature and in the pro-
fessions. Boone County has not a citizen who
in his line stands higher than does Alexander
Vance, and it is not probable that Capron has a
business man better known for integrity, fair
dealing and efficiency than Mr, Yance, who has
proved himseif not only a model official, but
an undertaker thoroughly trained in all detalls
of his rather difficult profession. He is widely
known also as one of the most popular secret
society men in the northern tier of Illinois
counties.

Alexander Vance was born in Chester, Pa.,
September 20, 1857, a son of Thomas and Mary
(Sinton) Vance, both natives of County Armagh,
Ireland. Thomas Vance came to the United
States when he was twenty-one years old. His
wife came while she was yet a very young
woman, and they became acquainted and were

married in Pennsylvania. A cotton weaver by '

trade, Thomas worked in the Joseph Riddle
Mills at Chester. In time he came to an under-
standing that the cheap lands of the new West
offered to the comparatively poor man the very
best opportunities for labor and investment. He
came to Illinois in 1861 and secured a farm
three miles south of Capron. His elder brother,
John, had lived on the same land four or five
years, but had not succeeded in weaning him-
self away from the cotton-mills, and he was
glad to sell out and return to Pennsylvania.
Mr. and Mrs. Vance improved a good farm, on
which they lived the remainder of their days.
He died February 17, 1883, aged sixty-two years,
his wife surviving until March 4, 1890, when she

died aged about sixty-four years. Their young-
est daughter, Jennie, wife of Finley Stow, now
owns their old homestead, the improvements on
which were made, chiefly, by Mr. Vance. Poli-
tically he was a Republican and, as such, took
an active interest in township affairs.

" Thomas and Mary (Sinton) Vance had several
children, five of whom grew to maturity: J.
W., Alexander, Margaret, Richard and Jennie.
J. W, became a school teacher, but later went
east and, as a helper in steel mills, studied
steel manufacture, with which he was connect-
ed as secretary to the Superintendent of the
Carnegie Steel Works—a good position from
which he was gradually elevated to that of
Secretary and Manager of the St. Louis Plate
Glass Works, St. Louis, Mo., and Pittsburg, Pa.,
with headquarters af Pittsburg. Alexander re-
ceives detailed notice below. Margaret is the
wife of “Walter Fry, of Boone Township, Rich-
ard is farming near Capron, and Jennie (Mrs.
Stow) I mentioned above.

Alexander Vance was a member of his father's
household until he attained his majority, and
then he removed to Capron, where he was vari-
ously employed, a part of the time as a clerk
in the store of Thomas R. Thornton. In March,
1882, he engaged in the furniture trade, in which
he has continued to the present time, through
a period of twenty-six years. He has an under-
taking department and holds a State license as
an embalmer., He is popular as a business man
and has a large and constantly increasing trade,
which extends throughout all the territory
tributary to Capron.

As a2 Republican Mr. Vance takes an intelli-
gent interest in National, State, county and
local affairs, He has been for some time a
member of the Village Board of Capron. He
was appointed Postmaster in 1884, under the
admlinpistration of President Arthur, and held
the office for about eight years, through President
Cleveland's first administration and through
President Harrison’s administration. In 1897
he was again appointed to that office, which he
has held continuously ever since, with his- last
term not yet very near its end. He has served
all together nineteen years, and since he first
came to the office its work has increased very
materially, Three rural free-delivery routes,
centering at Capron, have been establisbed dur-
ing the past three years, Mr. Vance attends
conventions of his party and does every thing in
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his power to promote the election of its nominees
and the triumph of its principles. He is a mem-
ber of Capron Lodge No. 575, Ancient Free and
Acepted Masons; of Howard Chapter No. 91,
Royal Arch Masons ; of Woodstock Commandery,
No. 25, Knights Templar, and of Tebala Temple
of the Mystic Shrine at Rockford, and has often
been a delegate to the Grand Lodge. Mr. Vance
is an enthusiastic sportsman and greatly enjoys
trap shooting. He is a member of the Capron
Gun Club, and holds the championship for Boone
County and the L. C. Smith Cup for Illinois as
champion double shot.

February 8, 1881, Mr. Vance married Nellle,
an adopted daughter of Thomas R. Thoruton,
formerly a merchant at Capron, but now a'citi-
zen of Belvidere. E

Mr. Vance was nominated for Coroner of
Boone County, in August, 1908, and so popular
is he that his election is considered a settled
matter.

VAN EPPS, Arthur J., one of the owners of
the Belvidere Brick Manufacturing, Qompany,
Belvidere Township, Boone County, Ili. The
family of Van Ipps is of Hollandic extraction
and was early represented among the burghers
of New York. In all periods of the history of
New York State and eclty, this family name has
been prominent. Branches of the family have
been established in different parts of the West,
notably in Illinois, where its best known rep-
resentatives are the Van Epps of Boone County.
Seymour Van Epps was born in the State of
New York, and at the age of six years was
brought to Boone County by his parents, Ever-
ett and Electa Van Epps. That was in the
year 1846. His father secured land and im-
proved a farm north of Belvidere. There he
lived out his days, and there his widow lived for
a time after his death, though eventually she
removed to Iowa, but returned to Belvidere,
where she died. Seymour Van Epps became
the owner of the family homestead. On Decem-
ber 15, 1868, he married Lelia M. Heath at
Belvidere, Ill., and they have had three sons
and two daughters: Herbert H., Arthur J,,
Walter S., Ida M., and Florence I.

Arthur J. Van Epps was born on the Van
Epps homestead near Belvidere, December 27,
1872, and married Miss Daisy Sterling, Feb-
ruary 23, 1898. In polities Mr., Van Epps is a
Republican. Walter Van Epps, of the Belvi-
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dere Brick Company, was married September
19, 190G, to Miss Ina Chamberlain, of Manches-
ter, Iowa. The Van Epps family are iembers
of the First Baptist Church of Belvidere.
Mr. Van Epps began his business career as a
farmer, but after five years joined his brother,
Walter 8., in the manufacture of brick. The
history of the Belvidere Brick Manufacturing
Company begins with the establishment of the
brick yard of Rudolph Fritz, about ten years
ago. The enterprise was operated by Mr,
Fritz until 1900, when it was bought by the Van
Epps Brothers. Mr. Fritz had previously oper-
ated the yard in the city of Belvidere. The

-works occupy about five acres of a tract of

twenty-five acres, about two and a quarter miles
mnorth of Belvidere, on the State road. Three
kilns are utilized, each with a capacity of
350,000 brick. The kilns are strongly construct-
ed with twelve-inch brick walls, and the machin-
ery and appliances throughout are the best and
latest procurable. During the working season
fifteen to sixteen men are employed.

VAN EPPS, Walter Stanley, stockholder of
the Belvidere Brick Manufacturing Company,
Belvidere, Boone County, Ill. In a biographical
sketch of Arthur J. Van Epps, brother of the
subject of this article, will be found much of
interest concerning the history of this old Hol-
land Duteh family, and much in detail of the
Belvidere Brick Manufacturing Company, of
which Arthur J. and Walter Stanley Van Epps
are the owners, These enterprising business
men are sons of Seymour Van Epps, who at
the age of six years, was in 1846 brought to
Boone County by Everett and Electa Van Epps,
his parents. Everett Van Epps was a notable
man in the ploneer days and later. His old
homestead became the property of his son Sey-
mour and Is now the home of his grandson,
Walter S. Van Epps. It contains eighty-six and
one-half acres and is situated about a mile north
of Belvidere. The primitive house built on it
in 1846 is still standing, though for residential
purposes it gave place years ago to a more
modern structure erected by Seymour Van Epps.

Walter Stanley Van Epps was born in the

house in which he now lives, October 17, 1876.

He was brought up to the work of the farm,
but became interested in brick manufacture and
gained a practical knowledge of the business in
brick yards in his vicinity. For a time he and
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his brother owned and operated 2 brick yard at
Belvidere, They have controlled and managed
their present enterprise since 1900,

September 19, 1906, Mr. Van Epps married
Miss Ina Chamberlain, a daughter of David and
Ella Chamberlain. The Chamberlains formerly
lived in Winnebago County, Ill, but later re-
moved to Delaware County, Iowa, leaving num-
erous relatives round about Belvidere. Miss
Chamberlain was graduated from the Manchest-
er, Iowa, High School and taught in the schools
of that town until her marriage. Politically
Mr. Van Epps is a Republican. He is a member
of Belvidere Lodge, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, His wife s a member of the Baptist
Church. It should be noted in this connection
that the Van Epps Brothers operate in season a
thresher, a corn-sheller and other similar ma-
chinery., Mr. Van Epps is a sportsman and en-
joys hunting and fishing whenever he can sep-
arate himself from his Dbusiness long enough
to indulge his liking for them.

WAIT, Clark M.—A successful business man
and one who has faithfully discharged his duty
in every walk of life in which be has borne his
part, Clark M. Walit is a thoroughly represen-
tative exponent of the commercial life of Belvi-
dere, where he conducts a large creamery and
butter business. Mr. Waitwas born near Genoa,
DeKalb County, Ill, May 17, 1854, a son of
Mason C. and Harriet (Merchant) Walit. The
fatber was born April 26, 1808, at Warsaw, Wy-
oming County, N. Y.; while the mother was

. born March 11, 1815, at Warsaw. Early in life

Mason C. Wait was a shoemaker and carpen-
ter, but after locating in Illinois he took up
government land and was a farmer until 1884,
then moving to Belvidere where he remained
until his death in January, 1886. His widow
survives and makes her home in Belvidere. The
family moved from New York State to Ohio,
thence to Illinois, where they settled near Genoa,
DeKalb County, about 1850. In 1865 they
moved to Boone County and in 1884 to Belvi-
dere.

Clark M. Wait attended the district schools
during the winter terms, later the Belvidere
High School, and still later took a course at the
Rockford Business College. From 1874 to 1889
Mr. Wait farmed in Spring Township, and still
owns a very valuable farm there of one hun-
dred and sixty acres, and well improved. In
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1889 he located in ‘Belvidere and engaged in
creamery business with the Elgin Creamery Com-
pany, later establishing his creamery and bui-
ter business, which has since expanded to very
generous proportions, and in which he controls
a larg trade, and also superintends his farm.
Always a Republican, Mr. Wait has been called
to fill more than one public office, and las
served very acceptably as Town Clerk, Town-
ship School Treasurer and Supervisor while a
resident of Spring Township. Fraternally he
is a member of the Royal Arcanum and Knights
and Ladies of Security. On December 23, 1880,
Mr. Wait was married :_ln Spring Township to
Malvina Stone, born October 138, 1856, at Mil-
waukee, Wis. Mr. and Mrs. Wait have one
daughter, Dawn, born January 30, 1884, wife of
Captain Evan E, Young, American Consul at
Harput, Aslatic Turkey. Captain Young has
been promoted to the office of Consul at Salon-
ika, European Turkey, and will take his new
position about January 1, 1909.

WATERMAN, George E., the efficient Superin-
tendent of the Cornell Brothers Condensing
Factory, at Garden Prairle, Boone County, Ill,
was born in Darr, McHenry County, I1l., May 12,
1857. His father was Nathan K. Waterman, a
farmer by occupation, who came to Illinois from
Cattaraugus County, N. Y., in 1844, settling in
Darr Township, McHenry County, Ill. He died
near Union, McHenry County, Ill,, in 1891, when
fifty-six years old. The mother of the subject
of this sketch was Cordelia Ann (Boone) Water-
man, who was also born in Cattaraugus County,
N. Y., and died at Belvit, Wis., in February,
1907, in her seventy-seventh year. George E.,
Waterman was the third of five children born
to his parents. He was reared on the old
Waterman homestead in McHenry County, where
he lived until he reached the age of twenty-five
years, meanwhile receiving his education in the
distriet schools, and at the Woodstock High
School. After finishing his studies he devoted
his attenion to farming for four years, after
which he was engaged in different creameries
until 1883, when he moved to Boone County and
became manager ¢f the creamery at Shattuck's
Grove, where he remained two years and eight
months. He then located at Garden Prairie
and, iu 1887, entered the employ of the Elgin
Creamery there, continuing thus until the spring
of 1904, when he was made manager of the
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factory which is leased and operated by Cornell
Brothers of Elgin,

On September 16, 1884, Mr, Waterman was
married to Anna Kremer, born in Dundee, Ill.,
a daughter of Charles L. and Mary (Rohl)
Kremer. Politically Mr. Waterman is a sop-
porter of the Republican party, and has been a
member of the County Central Committee for
the past eight years, being re-elected in the
spring of 1908. ' In fraternal circles he is aflilia-
ted with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
belonging to the Belvidere Encampment; and is
also connected with the Modern Woodmen of
America and the Mystiec Workers.

WEBSTER, Warren M, grain-dealer and
President of the Poplar Grove Bank, Poplar
Grove, Boone County, Ill. The same kind of
ability upon which men build success in large

cities Is requisite to success in small towns.

Indeed, it is sometimes much more difficult and
exacting work to build up a stable business in
a country village than to establish an enterprise
of the same kind in a commercial center. The
labor is often greater and the returns are al-
ways smaller. In the country town a man wins
success largely by his own unaided efforts; in
the city he is always assisted in a great meas-
ure by the special knowledge of men who are
made responsible for the conduct of different
departments of his enterprise. One of the best
known business men in Boone County, and one
of the most highly regarded wherever he Is
known, is Warren M. Webster, founder of the
enterprise at Poplar Grove to which reference
has been made, but latterly a citizen of Belvi-
dere.

Warren M. Webster was born December 17,

1862, on the farm north of Poplar Grove, and is
of western New York stock, His parents, Willet
S. and Mary J. (Wheeler) Webster, from East
Hamburg, Erie County, N. Y., came to Illinois
in 1845 and secured a half-section of land in
Boone Township, a mile north of the site of
Poplar Grove. There they developed a farm on
which they lived and labored successfully until
1864, when they moved to the new village of
Poplar Grove, which had grown up because of
the construction in 1857 of a railroad through
its site. At Poplar Grove, Mr. Webster engaged
in the lumber and grain trade, in which he con-
tinued until 1881, after which date he lived In
retirement until July 28, 1885, when he died in
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the sixty-seventh year of his life, Xis widow
survives him, and is still living in the old family
home at Poplar Grove. As a Republican he
took an active and belpful interest in local af-
fairs, serving his fellow townsmen as Super-
visor and in other official capacities. Mr. and
Mrs. Webster were the parents of nine children,
seven of whom were living in 1908. Mrs.
Webster had then attained to the advanced age
of eighty-four years.

It was at Poplar Grove that Warren M. Web-
ster passed the days of his youth and obtained
the basis of the practical business education
which has enabled him to make his way in the
world with notable success. He assisted his
father until 1881, when he bought both the grain
and lumber euterprises which the latter had es-
tablished. These he conducted until 1895, when
he sold his lumber interest but continued in the
grain trade and still owns the elevator built by
the elder Webster in 1870. In 1800 he estab-
lished a private bank, which has since become
the Poplar Grove Bank. July 1, 1003, it was
incorporated with a capital stock of $25,000,
and he was elected its President, R. H. Herbert
its Vice-I'resident, and W. C. Ellet its cashier.
From 1887 to 1801 he conducted a general store.
He is the owner of his father’s old home at
Poplar Grove, where his mother still lives. In
1904, he removed to Belvidere, but still retains
active management of his business interests at
Poplar Grove. .

On April 7, 1886, Mr. Webster married Mis
Edyth C. Clark, who was born April 6, 1865,
at Shepard, Isabella County, Mich, a daughter
of Sutherland Clark, who was broughbt to Illi-
nois by her parents when she was four years
old. Her father, a carpenter and . builder, is
living in Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Webster have
one child, born November 23, 1898, named
Ester L. Mr. Webster is a Republican in poli-
tics and, while having no personal political as-
pirations, takes an active interest in everything
that pertains to our national welfare and de-
velopment. His _public spirit has led him to.
identity himself most bhelpfully with every
measure which, in his judgment, has tended to.
benefit his fellow citizens.

WELD, Frank Arthur, D. D. S, one of the
rising young dentists of Belvidere, who enjoys
a large practice among the very best people of
the city, and is ret_?ognlzed as a skillful oper-
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ator, Is conveniently located at No. 140 North
State Street, in that city. Dr. Weld was born
at Pecatonica, Ill., August 29, 1870, a son of
Arthur E. and Alma Jane (Martin) Weld.
Arthur E. Weld served through the Civil War
as a member of Company C, Fifteenth Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, and was a prisoner for some
time at Andersonvilie, and endured untold suf-
fering there.

Dr. Weld completed a course at the Pecatoni-
ca High School, and was later graduated from
the Chicago College of Dental Surgery with
the degree of D. D. S, and on May 15,/1896,
opened his office in Belvidere, since which time
he has risen steadily in bhis profession and
firmly established himself in the confidence of
his patients. In politics, he is a Republican,
and has been almost continuously a member of
the School Board since, locating in Belvidere.
Fraternally, he is a member of the order of
Elks. On June 6, 1900, Dr. Weld was married
to Bertha Agnes Sanborn at Pecatonica, and
they have two children: Frank Arthur Weld,
Jr., and Robert Sanborn Weld. The Weld resi-
dence Is pleasantly located at No. 810 North
State Street, Belvidere.

WHEELER, George G., farmer, Flora Town-
ship, Boone County. Ill. Western New York,
has given directly and indirectly to Illinols, and
to the Middle West generally, a factor of citi-
zenship which has made progressively for pa-
triotism, enlightenment and general advance-
ment. Especially should Illinoisans of this class
be proud of nativity in Chautauqua County, which
bas achieved world-wide fame as a center of
educational and religious influence. There Mry.
Wheeler was born August 19, 1832, a son of
Lyman and Sabra (Wright) Wheeler.

Lyman Wheeler was a native of New Hamp-
shire, while his wife was born in the State of
New York. They Lad four children, named in
the order of their birth as follows: Sarah S,
George G., Susan 8., and Calista A. Sarah S.
married C. F. Brett, and died at Kingsly,
Mich.; Susan 8. died in Flora Township; Calis-
ta A. Is the widow of A. A. Meeker. In 1842,
when George G., the only son, was about ten
years old. the family moved from Chautauqua
County, N. Y,, to Winnebago County, Ill,, where
they lived until the spring of 1844. From Win-
nebago County they removed to Boone County,
settling in Beividere, where they lived about

two years. Then Mr. Wheeler took up govern-
ment land in Spring Township, on which he
settled and made some improvements. There
the family remained unti! 1853, when he sold
his farm and removed to Flora Township, set-
tling ou the farm now owned and occupied by
George G. Wheeler. There Lyman Wheeler
lived out his days and died at the age of sixty-
six years. His wife survived him until she at-
tained the age of seventy-eight years,

‘George C. Wheeler came to Yllinois with his
parents in 1842 and to Boone County in 1844,
He was educated in common schools and early
learned the carpenter's trade, to which he de-
voted his time exclusively for several years.
Eventually he became interested in farming and
stock-raising and has become well known as an
exponent of those interests. He married at
Cherry Valley, Ill., November 8, 1862, Miss Helen
M. Foster, a daughter of Silas H. and Fannle
(Smith) Foster. Mrs. ‘ Wheeler was born in
Warsaw, Wyoming County, N, Y., December 17,

1841, where her father died. Her mother came ~

to Illinois and died at Rockford. Of their ten
children, Mrs. Wheeler was the ninth in order
of birth. Mr. and Mrs. George G. Wheeler have
had five children: Arthur E., Charles O., Robert
B., Herbert and Hettle Grace, of whom Robert
B. and Herbert are deceased. Hettie Grace is
the wife of Nelson Burton. Since his early
manhood, Mr. Wheeler has taken an active in-
terest in the affaivs of his township. Ile has
several times filled the office of Supervisor, has
been Townsbip Assessor and Highway Commis-
sioner and has been elected to different school
offices, in all of these positions serving ably and
faithfully. His farm is one of the best improv-
ed and most attractive in his part of the town-
ship, embracing one hundred and sixty acres
fitted out with modern buildings, accessories and
implements. Mrs. Wheeler is a devout and act-
ive member of the Cherry Valley Methodist
Episcopal Churely, and for several years was
president of the Ladles' Aid Society of that
organization,

Mr. Wheeler's career plainly demonstrates the
value of character in the success of every-day
life. Early trained to habits of industry and
taught that in everything honesty is the best
policy, e has succeeded because he has deserved
suceess and won the respect of his fellow citi-
zens in a very marked degree.
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‘principal of Roscoe High School

WHITMAN, Frank Spencer, M. D.,, physician
and surgeon, of Belvidere, with residence at
No. 218 South State Strzet, and offices at No.
429 South State Street, was born in Belvidere
Township, Boone County, September 27, 1849,
a son of Hiram and Clarinda (Hanchet) Whit-
man, the former of whom was an officer in the
New York State 2Militia. Until he entered the
University of Chicago in 1866, Dr. Whitman
was educated in the Belvidere public schools
and under a private tutor. He entered the
Freshman class for the classical course. Dur-
ing his junior year he left the University and
commenced teaching a distriet school in Belvi-
dere Township in the winter of 1868, and was
(Winnebago
County) in 1869, The following year he com-
menced studying medicine with Dr. James K.
Soule, of Belvidere, and in 1872 was gradu-
ated from Hahpemann Medieal College, Chi-
cagn, with the degree of M. D, and received
the addendum degree of M. D, from the Chl-
cago Homeopathic College in 187). In 1872 Dr.
Whitman commenced the practice of medicine
at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, but on account of se-
vere and protracted sickness in his family, was
obliged to return to Belvidere, wlhere he lhas re-
sided ever since, successfully engagd In the
practice of his profession, wlt}n the exeception
of the period between January 12, 1899, to July
1, 1006, during which time he was Superinten-
dent of the Illinois Northern Hospital for the
Insane at EBlgin, Il

1Ie has been for eight years associate profes-
sor of mental discases in Hahnemann Medical
College, Chicago.

Dr. Whitman enlisted in the hirteenth 1l-
linols, I'uller's Provisional Regiment, for Spau-
ish-American War, and was appointed Surgeon-
Major of the same. The regiment was never
¢ulled into service. DPolitically he is a Republi-
can and has done yeoman service for his party,
serving as Alderman of the city of Belvidere for
two terms, and was elected Mayor for two con-
secutive terms, but was forced to resign the
office during his last term on account of ill
health. For six years he was coroner of Boone
County, and for the past twenty years has been
a member from Booue County of the Congres-
slonal Conumittee, and is now chairman of the
same. He was alternate delegate to the Na-

tionnl Republiean Convention of 1893, and many
times has Dbeen dclegate to State and Congres-
rd
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sional conventions. I'or eight years he was a
member of the Board of Bducation of South
Belvidere, and for four years president of the
same. Socially he is a member of the Mar-
quette Club of Chicago, and the Century Club
of Elgin. In addition to other public services,
Dr. Whitman assisted in the organization of the
People’s Bank of Belvidere, and has been a di-
rector and vice-president of the same ever since
its organiaztion in 1889. As physician, publie
oficinl and private ecitizen, Dr. Whitman has
lived up to the highest ideals and is a man of
sterling worth, thoroughly proficient in his pro-
fession and one whom his fellow-citizens de-
light to honor. On January 20, 1875, Dr. Whit-
man married in Bonus, I1ll., Frances C. Pier,
swho has been a worthy helpneet, and has been
prominent in social circles, as well as.club and
civic matters.

WIFFIN, Jeremiah, in duration of residence,
one of the oldest farmers of Spring Township,
Boone County, Ill, as be is also one of the
most thorough and substantial, and recognized
as a most worthy and useful citizen of the com-
muuity, was born in the County of Norfolk,
Eugland, December 14, 1840. ITis parents were
Robert and Phoebe (Lawson) Wiflin, natives of
England, the father horn in Norfolk and the
mother in Yorkshire. In 1856 they ciame-to the
United States, arriving in Boone Couniy, Ill.
on January 1st of that year, and locating In

Spring Township, on the farm where the sub-

ject of this sketch now lives, the father having
l)ough‘t the place. On this farm Robert Wiflin
died at the uge of seventy-eight years, his wife
passing away wlhen about eighty yearsold. They
had four children, namely: Mary, who married
Thomas Theobold and died in Wayne, Neb.; a
danghter who died in England in girlhood;
Jeremiah, and Lawson who dled at the age of

eighteen years on the Spring ownship farm.

Jeremiah Wiflin, the only survivor of the
family, was sixteen years old when brought to
this country by his parents and has lived on
the old homestead fifty-two years, devoting all
of his mature years to farming and stock-raising,
with profitable results. He is the cwner of a
very desirable farm of two hundred and eighty
acres, the greater part of which is lmproved.

Mr. Witlin was married in Spring Township,
on March 13, 1877, to Alice Gooch, a native ot
the township where her birth oceurred, October
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10, 1853. Mrs., Wiffin is a daughter of Thomas
and Jane (Catchpool) Gooch, who came from
England, single, in the fall of 1832, and were
married in Booue County, settling in Spring
Township. Her father died when about seventy-
five years old, her mother passing away when
somewhat over sixty years of age. Their chil-
dren numbered seven, of whom Aljce was the
eldest. Mr. and Mrs. Witlin became the parents
of four children, namely: Lawson R., Jane A.,
Herbert (who died in infancy), and Avchibald
L.

Politically, Mr. Wiflin has always acted with
the Republican party. and has rendered good
public services in the offices of Highway Com-
missloner and- School Director.

WINNE, Garrett F.—To be able to trace one's
lineage back to aucestors who lhave lived honor-
dable, upright lives is a pleasure to any man, but
it is still more of « credit to him to be able to
reflect during bis deciining years that he has
never done anything to detract from the luster of
the family name or to bring discredit upon those
who come after him. Mr. Garrett . Winne,
now living retired uat Belvidere, is an exmmpie
of just such a mun. IIe was born at Bethleliem,
Albuny County, N. Y., April 7, 1827, a son of
Franels and Susan (Ilogan) Winne. Francis
was a son of Adam Winne, who was a son of
Franz Winne, one of three brotlers to come
from Holland. Oune brother settled at DBethle-
hem, and one on the Mohawlk., Franz settled in
the woods and, on the site of his old residence.
Garrett ¥. Winne was born. Franz and .Adamn
Winne spent their lives on thls property, and
one of the sons of Francis Winne, Adam Winne,
occupies the homestead. ITis son Ilerbert still
lives there and has four sons, who are of the
sixth generation to live In that home. The
whole estate is still in the family name. The
name Winner algo cones from the sdie source.
Of the seven childven born to Francis and Susan
Winne, only Garrett F. Winne and one sister sur-
vive, and she makes her home on the banks of
the IIudson. The Winne homestead Is five
miles west of the river, and eight miles from
Albany. One sister of Garrett F. Winne, Chris-
tina, married a Mr. Winne and lived at Belvi-
dere, but died in Towa. Iler son. Frank Winne,
tives retired at Relvidere.

Garrett I'. Winne was reared on the homoestead,
anfl in the fall of 1854 came to Illinols wlhere

an uncle, also named Garrett, lived in Spring
Township, Boone County, having come two years
earlier. Mr. Winne bought 240 acres of land
in Spring Township at $12 per acre. This was
prairie land bordered on the east by Shattuck
Grove. There were but few settlers in Booue
County at that time and they were seattered.
His farm was six miles south of Belvidere,
which then consisted of a group of a few houses.
The railroad had not yet been built and Mr. and
Mrs, Winne were certainly among the early
pioneers. He put up a little frame house 16x24
feet, which he replaced in 1858 by what was then
considered a very bandsome residence. From
the beginning Mr, Winne had a bard struggle.
for he was forced to borrow money at a ligh
rate of interest. For years he paid ten per cent,
and has paid as high as thirty per cent on small
foans, IMe devoted himself to general farming
cud never spared himself, at last being able to
piy off his debts, and then his prospects grew
brighter until lhe is now accounted a very well-

to-do man, owning his farm, his handsome home"

on North State Street in Belvidere, which lLe
crected in 1890, and another residence which he
rents. e retired from the farm in 1891, al-
though the family had been living in Belvidere
for three years prior to that time, to give the
children the advantages of better schools.

In September, 1850, he was married to Ksthe:
Kendall of Albany County, who died November
20, 10035, after they had Leen marvied fifty-five
vears. ‘Two sons and one daughter were born to
them: Irancis A., now on the homestead; Ilo-
mer K. Winne, M, D., who was a4 graduate of a
Medical College, and lived at Clinton, Lowa,
where bie was killed by tbhe street cars April G,
1881, aged twenty-three years aud six months;
and Esther I... died at the age of threc years.
Mr, and Mrs. Winne adopted an infant, Sarah
Moss, and cdueated her as one of their own, She
is at present Assistant Librarian in the Public
Tihravy, and is a musician and member of the
choir.

Mr. Winne was reired a Dewmocerat but became
a Republican with Lincoln. and for twenty-five
years has been a Prohibitionist and very active
in temperance work., In later years he has been
prominent on the North Side, and has served as
delegate to local associations. Converted in a
selioolhouse revival meeting, Mr. Winne joined
the Baptist Churely, of which his wife was also
« member.  For thivty years e has been a Dea-
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con of it and for many years bas taugly u Bible
class in the Sunday School. He is ghe of the
oldest members of the church on thg/North Side.
His efforts have always been towsfds the uplift-
ing of humanity, and he is a may of whom noth-
ing but good can be said.

Among the cherished possesgions of Mr. Winne
is an oil-painting of Franz Winne, painted when
he was eighteen years of/age and brought by
bim to America. It hung in the old homestead,
but was given to Mr. Winne, and is one of his
most valued heirloomg.

WITBECK, .John L., formerly one of the most
extensive farmers of Ilora Township, Boone
County, IlL., but ol recent years a wealthy and
prominent citizen of Belvidere, living in retire-
ment, was born at Athens, Greene County, N. X,,
Februavy 19, 1842, 1His father, Isanc T. Wit-
beck, a native of the same place, married Mi-
randa Onderdonk, and their family consisted of
four children, namely: "Tunis, Jobhn L., Abra-
ham O., and Mary Jane, who died in infancy.
Isanc . Witbeck lived in Athens, N. Y., until
1833, when he moved to Chicago, and went
into the business of manufacturing carriages,
wagons and agriculttieal implements in connec-
tion with the firm of . Witbeck & Co., a lead-
ing concern of Chicago in this line. About four
years later, on account of 1l Dhealth, he left
Chieago, moving to Boone County, where he
bought a farm in Flora Township, and there
remained until his removal to Belvidere, which
was his home for the remainder of his lite. lle
was a prominent citizen, being one of tbhe orig-
inal directors in the IMirst and Second National
Banks, while his son, John L. Witbeck, is Vice-
President of the Iirst National Bank and a
director of both the First and Second National
Banks. Politically a Republican, Isaac T. Wit-
beck held the office of Supervisor in Flora Town-
ship.

John L. Witbeck attonded school in New York
State, In Chicago and Belvidere, and has the
advantage of a commercial course at Bryant &
Stratton’s Business College in Chicago. In
early manhood he located on the homestead in
Flor: Township, and remained there until his
removal to Belvidere, where he has since lived
retired from active lite. He was one of the
leading farmers in his section of the country,
owning a large acreage, and breeding high-grade
stock of various kinds.
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In 18G4 Mr. Witheck married 3Marietta Oluey,
born in Girard, Mich, a daughter of Daniel 1.
Olney, of Saratoga, N, Y. D. 1. Olney, a na-
tive of New Yorlk, married Adelia Ames, a na-
tive of Vermont., ‘They moved to Michigan at
an early day. The Ames and Olney families
were among the very early settlers of Boone
County, and were prominent in its development.
Mr. Olney died in Belvidere at the age of ffty-
one, while his widow still survives, at the ad-
vunced age of eighty-five, in Idaho, llving with
her danghters. Mr. and Mrs, Witbeck have had
children as follows: May, who married Jesse
Wheeland; Olney, Alice, Ithel, and Isaac T.
Politieally, Mr. Witbeck has supported the prin-
ciples and candidates of the Republiean party,
and while not an oftice seeker bhas’ been promi-
nent in local affairs. ITe has Leen a man strictly
lhonest and upright, a man who scorned a wrong
deed, and who has always been found on the
side of right. Such a citizen as Mr. Witbeck can
not be easily replaced, and the city of Belvidere
owes him a debt for the excellent example he
has always set his neighbors, and the kindly in-
tercourse he has maintained with them.

WITT, Isaac Newton, vretired from busi-
ness activity in n pleasant bhome at Belvi-
dere, is o representative of a family that came
from Ingland to New BEngland at an early day.
The paternal great-grandparents of Mr. Witt
were Abner and Mollie (Rowland) Witt, the
former born in England in 1756, a son of Thomas
Witt, who participnted in the Revolutionary
War and died from injuries received in battle.
On the maternal side the ancestry was Dutch.
Charles F. Witt, father ot Isaanc Newton Witt,
was born in ITampshire County, Mass.,, Sep-
tember 11, 1811, a son of Thomas and Electa
(Cole) Witt, who were both natives c¢f Hamp-
shire County. Electa Cole was born in 1791
and died in Schuyler County, Ill., in 1842, aged
fifty-two years. Thomas Witt died in the same
county at the age of eighty-four years. Charles
. was the eldest of their eleven children.
When eightcen years of age he went to Boston,
and for four years thereafter drove a stage-
coach between Boston and Brattleboro, Vt., and
worked in a tavern. In 1833 he secured a tract
of government timber land, in Macomb County,
Mich.,, but in 1838 removed to Ohlo, where he
operated & hotel, one of his boarders being
Rutherford B. llayes, then a student at Kenyon
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College. This venture did not prove remunera-
tive and he came to Illinois in 1842. He has
been known to assert that, at that period of his
life, he had the sum of three dollars as his sole
capital, and gladly-accepted the chance to split
rails at fifty cents per hundred. He cultivated
a farm and mearketed his produce at Chicago and
Green Bay, both distant points§, generally com-
missioned by inland merchants to bring back
goods for their trade. Energy, prudence and
integrity brought their reward, and he became
one of the leading men of his community. His
political views made him a Jacksonian Demo-
crat, a Whig and, in later years, a Republican.
For sixteen years he was Associate Judge of
Boone County; for eight years served as Justice
of the Peace, and for nine years was Supervisor
of Spring Township. In 183G he married Eliza
A. Brown, who was born in Washington County,
N. Y., February 9, 1814, and they had nine chil-
dren. Mrs., Witt died December 23 ,1883, and
Mr. Witt on November 26, 1892, wben Boone
County lost a most worthy citizen.

Isaac Newton Witt was born in Spring Town-
ship, Boone County, Ill.,, October 27, 184G, Iis
boyhood was spent In Spring Township, where
he obtained a cominon school education, attend-
ing neighborhood schools before the day of the
free schools.” He was reared to agricultural pur-
suits from boyhood and engaged in general farm-
ing until be retired from busivess activity and re-
moved to Belvidere in November, 1900. Feb-
ruary 21, 1870, Mr, Witt was married (first) to
Sarah Jdne Cushman, who was born December
9, 1848, in Flora Township, where her parents
settled in 1836. Her father, Henry Harrison
Cushman, was born in Maine in 1814, and her
mother Sarah (Bateman) Cushman, in New
York in 1818. Mr. Witt was married July 12,
1903, to Altha Flint Pilel. Her parents were
David A. and Sarah C (Hill) Flint, the former
of whom was born in Michigan and died in the
Civil War, being a Lieutenant in Company H,
Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry. Mrs, Flint
was born in New York. In polities Mr. Witt is
a Republican, and, while he resided in TFlora,
was Road Commissioner. He is a member of
the Order of Modern Woodmen, and he and
Mrs. Witt are menibers of the Knights and
Ladies of Security, she being the Lodge Secret-
ary and Local Deputy.

WOOD, Wales® Wallace, A. B, of Belvidere,

Boone County, IH., lLuwvyer in uctive practice
since 1800, formmer Judge of the County Court
of Boone County. Adjutant of the Nincty-fifth
Regiment, Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and at one
time Assistant Adjutant-General on staff duty
during the war of 1861-18G3, was born in the
town of Hinsdale, Cattaraugus County, N. Y,
April 25, 1837. His parents were Emory and
Permelia (Marsh) Wood, and he comes of good
old New England stock. The family bhistory
dates back to Thomas Wood, who was born in
England in 1635, and came to the Colonies in
1643, settling on the plantation at Rowley in
the Colony of Massachusetts. From him came
Josiah Wood, and from the latter Captain Emory
TWood, the soldier and patriot of the Colonial
wars and the Revolution. He was Judge Wood's
great-grandfather, and his son, Wheelock Wood,
married Lydia Seymour, daughter of William
Seymour of Norwall, Conn., and a descendant
of Richard Seymour of Hartford, 1639, who was
a grandson of Sir Edward Seymour, first Duke

of Somerset and Lord Protector of England dur-

ing the minority of Edward VI. Permelia
Marsh, the mother of Judge Wood, was a daugh-
ter of Royal Marsh and Rboda Hilliard, and a
eranddaughter of John IHilliard of Danby, Vt,
who was a direct desceudant of Hugh Hilliard of
Salem, Mass. (1630), who later settled at Danby.
Colonel Emory Wood became a resident of Hins-
dale in 1817, purcbasing considerable real es-
tate there and in its vieinity. Before settling
in Hinsdale e had taken an active part in the
War of 1812, enlisting at the age of fiftcen as
a fifer, and in September, 1812, marched from
Gainesville, N. Y, to Lewiston. At the expira-
tion of his term of enlistment for three months,
he returned home, In the summer of 1813, he
again took the field as a substitute, and in July
of that year was taken prisoner at Black Rock
and sent with other prisoners of war to Halifax,
where he was detained as prisoner of war until
June, 1814, when he was released. Returning
to his home in Gainesville, he again, in Sep-
tember, 1814, joined the New York Volunteers
that'were then organizing on the Holland Land
Purchase for the relief of Fort Erie; marched
with them to the front, and on September 17th,
was captured in battle by the English a second
time, and held prisoner until the close of the
war., Colonel Wood was a prominent man dur-
ing the early days, was the first merchant and
first Postmaster of Hinsdale, served as Super-
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visor, Town Clerk, and Justice of the Peace,
and was Colonel of the Two-hundred and Twen-
ty-sixth Regular New York Infantry (militia.)
Towards the close of the war of 1812, Colonel
Wood, being then a prisoner at Halifax, it was
the intention of his captors to take Lim to Iing-
land, but hostilities ceasing, he was landed at
Boston, and from there started to walk to
Gainesville, and traveled over the road bhis
grandfather, Emory Wood, had assisted to build
by contract, the Boston and Hartford turnpike.
Reaching the old “Spring Tavern” about thirty
miles from Boston, he found he was among
relatives, who urged him to remain with them;
but as he was anxious to reach home, he insist-
ed on continuing and eventually reached Gaines-
ville. .

William H. Wgod, who was graduated with
the Union College Class of 1844, and who died
in 1900, was a brother of Judge Wood. Oue
brother, Staley N. Wood, was appointed one of
the Assessors for New York State under Grover
Cleveland, and was a prominent Democratic
stump speaker fthroughout the State. Ie now
resides at Hinsdale.

Judge Wood was given the benefit of a good
academic and collegiate education, in 184k at-
tending the Hinsdale Acadewy under I'rof. O.
W. Gibbs, and in 1846 was a student in the

‘Hinsdale Distriet School. He prepared for col-

lege in the Elicottville District Union School,
from 1830 to 1852 being under Prof. Havens. and
under Prof. Luther Lowell, both of Middlebury
College, Vt. e entered Genesee College, Lima,
N. Y, and attended the Freshman aud Sopho-
more years, 1853-4, and tben transterred to
Union College, taking the classical course, and
graduating in 1857 with the degree of Artium
Baccalaurcus, and was elected to the Phi Beta
Kappa, thus indicating his proficiency and
standing as a student. In the fall of 1857 he
came to Belvidere, and read law two years in
the office of Fuller & Wood, the junior partner
being an elder brother of Judge Wood, and a
graduate of Union College, Class 1844, Phi Beta
Kappa. In the winter of 1859-60, Judge Wood
was admitted to practices Then the firm of
Wood, Thompson & Wood was organized, and
so continued until the summer of 1862, when
Judge Wood enlisted as a private in Company
G, Ninety-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and
was soon commissioned Adjutant of the regi-
ment. Before long he was detailed to staft duty,

acting as Assistant Adjutant-General during the
Siege of Vieksburg and during the battle of
Nashville. He was also at the Siege of Spanish
Fort, near New Orleans, and Fort Blakely, near
Mobile, Ala, He was mustered into service
September 4, 1862, and honorably discharged
August 16, 1865.

Returning to his home in Belvidere, Mr. Wood
resumed practice, and ever since has been one
of the most prominent figures in the civil and
political history of his part of Illinois. Tor
many years he was one of the Trustees of the
incorporated town of Belvidere; City Attorney
for the city of Belvidere; Master in Chaucery
for several years; State’s Attorney several
terms; and County Judge of Boone County ten
years, holding court part of the time in Chi-
cago.

In the social life of his locality he has taken
an active part; has been twice elected Coms-
mander of Hurlbut Post, No. 164, G. A. R., of
which he has been a member ever since its es-
tablisbment; also a member of Lodge No. 60,
AL & AL M., of Belvidere. In his college days
he was a member of Genesee Lyceum of Ge-
nesee College, 1853-34, and at Union College
Leld membership in the Philomathean Society,
1856-57; in Theta Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa
Ipsilon, 1857; and was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa in 1857. Although at the outbreax of the
war a Douglas Democrat, he bhas since been
identified with the Republican party, and has
been aetive in campaigning and has served  many
times as delegate to County and State Con-
ventions. He Is a public speaker of great elo-
quence, and is frequently called upon to orate
upon distinguished occasions, In 1860 he de-
livered the commencement address before the
Genesee Liyceum at Genesee College, and since
then has delivered addresses at various places
upon Independence Day, Memorial Day, and at
reunions and camp fires. Soon after the war
he wrote a history of his old regiment, and has
contributed many army reminiscences to the
“National Tribune,” Washington, D. C.

On June 15, 18066, Judge Wood married Alice
Emily Humphrey, by whom be had one daugh-
ter, Gertrude Carrie Wood, now deceased.

WOODRUFF, Harriet M., widow of Charles
Woodruff, for many years a well known carriage
maker of Belvidere, Ill., is one of the worthiest,
most useful and most highly -esteemed among
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the old residents of the city. Mr. Woodruft
was born at Orwell Hill, Bradford County, Pu.,
February 2, 1834, and died in Belvidere Decen-
ber 17, 1893. His marriage to Harriet May-
nard took place at Rome, Pa., at the age of
twenty-one years, Mrs. Woodruff is a niece of

. Hiram Maynard, one -of the pioneer settlers of

Rockford, Ill., and a native of the last named
town. Charles Woodruff had served an ap-
prenticeship at the carriage making trade when
lie came to Morrison, Ill., in 1864. Atter living
four years there he moved to Belvidere, arriv-
ing in February, 1869. His three uncles, Le-
man, Reed, and Kellogg Woodruff. had located
in Belvidere in pioneer days, and Leman and
Kellogg Woodrufl were residents of the town
at that time. Reed Woodruff was long in the
drug business on the North Side. ILeman owned
a fine farm on Squaw Prairie. Kellogg, who
was a gold-seeler in California in 1849, remov-
ed to Dakota and died there. Ernest Wood-
ruff, the only child of Leman Woodruff, is now
residing in Rockford. Charles Woodruff was
for four years in partnership with J. V. Wing,
and in company with Willlam Dawson started
a carriage-shop on the South Side, In Belvidere,
and continued in that connection as long as his
health permitted. In March, 1S78, Mrs. Wood-
ruff opened the well known “Woodruft House™
where she accommodated seventy-five boarders
per day, and conducted the place until March,
1907—twenty-nine years, when she sold the lo-
cation to the Government for a post-office site,
disposing of tlie building to I'eter R. Kennedy.
She still has two of bher old time boarders,
Clarence Eldredge, who has been with her for

eighteen years, and a Mr. Kettler, who bhas .

hearded fitteen years in ber house. Iew women
in Belvidere bave undergoue more hard work
than the subject of this sketch.

Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
Woodruff, Grace I., who died of consumption,
at Asheville, N. C., and Laura, who is the wife
of Arthur De Bell, and lives with her mother.
Another member of the family is Anna Monroe,
who has lived with JMrs. Woodruff since ber

* childhood. In religious faith, Mrs. Woodruff.

was reared a Universalist, and still retains
her connection with that church.

WO0ODS, J. H—Belvidere, Boone County, Ill,
is one of the thriving cities of Central Illinois

which supports within its borders many indus-
tries and shelters many beautiful bomes and sub-
stantial business houses. Perhaps it is as well
i:nown.. however, for the thrift and enterprise
of its .business men, who have not only firmly
established its prestige as a center of activity
for the contiguous territory, but have also built
up for themselves excellent reputations as reli-
able and trustworthy exponents of commercial
life. Among them is J. I, \Woods, whose finely
equipped livery stables are known throughout
Boone County, and pre conveniently located on
Logan Avenue, where he carries on a large
business in buying and selling horses, as well as
operates a boarding and renting establishment,
having at all times a full line of excellent horses
for all purposes and ecarriages of every kind,
driven by responsible men.

Mr. Woods was born at Washington, Pa., May
19, 1847, a son of William and Amelia C. Woods.
When he was eight years of age be was brought
to a farm in IFranklin Township, De Kalb
County, 111, where he resided until his advent
in Belvidere :about seventeen years ago. Lo-
cating in this city, Mr. Woods formed a part-
nership for the purpose of operating a livery
business, but in 1893 purchased his partner’s
interest and has since conducted the establish-
ment alone, meeting with a justly deserved suc-
CesS. , :

On January 1, 1868, Mr. Woods married Miss
Marilin Shannon of Flora, Iil, and they have
two children: Clarence I. and Bertha A. In
politics Mr. Woods is a Republiecan and has
served on the School Board thivteen years, and
as a mewmber of the City Council for four years.
He is a publicspirited, generous-hearted man,
who has {riends throughout the county, and he
and his family reside in the beautiful home on
Pearl Street, where they make all welcome,

WRIGHT, Judge Robert Williams, Judge of the
Seventeenth Judiciai Cireunit, and one of the
most lionored members of Bench and Bar, is a
great lawyer and a great judge, for he has a
large legal knowledge, wide experience, the ju-
dicial temperament, unsullied integrity and a
high sense of lionor. While not a man to push
his own interests, he has held many of the most
important legal positions within the gift of the
people of his county, and e has always repre-
sented the best and highest in his profession.

———
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He has never taken an unfair advantage, always
uniting the graces of the gentleman with the
profound knowledge of the trained lawyer and
judge, and in many respects he is the leader of
the Belvidere bar.

Judge Wright was born in Belvideve, Ill., July
19, 1862, a son of Omar H. and Helen (Wil-
liams) Wright, On Lis father’'s side of the house
Judge Wright is a direct descendant from Cap-
tiin Johm Paul Jones, and from Captain John
Hart on the mother's side, the Iatter being one
of the officers of the Colonial army, and his
deeds are on record in the Colonial history of
Counecticut. A brother of Judge Wright, Omar
IT. Wright, Jr., is president of the Second Na-
tional Bank of Belvidere, and a leading coal
and lumber merchant.

On Mareh 11, 1885, Judge Wright married Ida
B. Osborn, of Champatign, Ill., and they have
two children: Helen Wright and Robert Willinns
Wright, Jr. He is a Republican in political
faith, and has been highly honored by his party.
After gradunting from the Belvidere 1Tigh School
and the Illinois State University. Judge Wright
returied to Belvidere, and while studying law
witlh his father, O. 11, Wright, he bezan to take
an interest in politics. In December, 1883, he
was adiitted to the Bar and entered at once
upon a general practice, in which he soon made
himself felt, for the following year, in Novem-
ber, he was clected State's Attorney of Boone
County, and re-clected in 1888, 1892 and 184,
and declined the nomination in 1900, Ile was
appointed Corporation Counsel of the city of
Belvidere when that oftce was created, and held
it by successive appointments from April 15,
1894, until lLie resigned in 1901. In June. 1903,
he was elected Judge of the Seventeentlt Jugicial
Circuit, comprising Winnebago, Boone, Mclenry
and Lake Counties, and still occupies that high
position. His oflices are conveniently located
at No. 405 South State Street, Belvidere, while
his residence, the most beauntiful one in the city,
is at No. 1017 North State Street. Judge Wright
is a member of the Chicago Athletic Association.
He is an Episcopalian.

Always a man of progressive spirit, Judge
Wright has been very active in éeuuring propexr
legislation for Relvidere, and has been one of

the city’s foremost men in every way. Tested:

Ly every standard, Judge Wright ix a4 man of
unusual ability and a Iawyer and judge with fow
peers and no superiors in his part ot the State.

A3

YAW, Albert J., (deceased), for many years
successfully engaged in the drug business in
Belvidere, Ill. was born at New Lyme, near
Cleveland, Obhio, July 11, 1832. In early life
he was a commmercial traveler, and wuas also for
a tilme engaged in the dry-goods trade. Oun
coming to Illinois .in 1872, he first located at
Freeport, moving thence to Winnebago, and
finally to Belvidere, where he gained the reputu-
tion of being a very skilltul druggist, a business
man of superior ability and high integrity and
i conscientious and dutiful citizen. He started
in the drug busiuess in partnership with L. C.
TLewis of Belvidere, but subsequently opened a
pharmacey of his own, which he conducted alone
until near the time of hLis decease. He was a
director of the Ieople’s Bank of Belvidere and
a member of the officiul board of the Methodist
Church, Although gentle in manner, Mr. Yaw
was true to his convictions and firm in his con-
ception of the right. Frail in physique, as a
result of illness suffered in previous years, he
wus forceful in mentality and character and
his admirable quatities won for him the deep
vexpect and cordial regard of o host of friends.

On January 27, 1867, Mr. Yaw was united in
marriage, at Darlington. Wis.,, with Julietta
Perkins, and their union was blessed with two
children, Emma (Mrs, W, L. Wymau), now de-
ceused ; nud ITomer, of Chicago. ‘I'he. death of
the father oceurred on July 7, 1901,

Irraternally, Mr. Yaw was a charter member
of the Sinnissippi Council of the Royal Arca-
num,

YONTZ, Josephine, widow of Ieonry Yontz.
Belvidere, oone County. IH., has an interest-
ing family history which is touched upon in u
biographical sketch of Bion B. Smith, her son-
in-haw, which appears on aunothier page of this
work. She was born in Belvidere, February 3,
1843, n daughter of L B. and Adeline (Ioltz)
White. 1Ter fatber was a native of Trentou,
N. J., and ler mother of Payettevilie, Onondaga
County, N. Y., their marriage taking place in
1840 in Belvidere, Ill, whither she had come in
1838 with Mr, and Mrs, Albert Nelly, whom she
Lad known in the Last and whose louse she
left as a bride at the age of twenty years.

1. 3. White had learned the carpenter’s trade
in Ohio, and he followed it from 1830 until his
death, after eighteen years of married life, at
he age of forty-six years. Mr. and Mrs. White
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hac passed the years of their marriage together
in Belvidere, and there were born their children,
Brnest and Josephine. Some years afterward,
Mrs. White married Abel Tanner, who died in
Belvidere aged seventy-eight years, after fifteen
years of their married life. During much of
bis life Mr. Tanner was a farmer in Flora
Township, but in his declining years he operated
a furniture store with ¥Frank Connell, his grand-
son, as & partner.

Ernest White became a farmer in DeKalb
County. Eventually, after having become a wid-
ower, he retired to Belvidere to live with bhis
mother, who died in the spring of 1002, aged
eighty-two years. Ile survived her two years,
dying in 1904, in the fifty-first year of his age.
Mrs, White-Tanner was one of the constituent
piembers of the frst  Methodist Bpiscopal
Church organized in the vicinity of her lowme,
and at the time of her death was one of the old-
est Methodists in that section of the country.
Her daughter, Josepline, married Henry Yontz,
August 31, 1862, Mr. Yontz was born near Ru-
venna, Olio. He receives further mention in the
Liographieal sketch above referred to. IHis wife
bore him three children: TIsa M., is Mrs. Bion
B. Smith, of Flora Township; Edgar BE. Yontz
is in the employ of the XNatioual Sewing Ma-
chine Company of Belvidere; Daisy A, married
Jo J. Wittts and is a member of her mother's
household. Adeline (Foltz) White-Tanner aud
her brother, George Foltz, were, in the maternal
iine, descended from the family of Deymouth,
represented on the passenger list of the May-
flower, thelr mother's family name having been
Deymouth,  George Foltz brought to Belvidere
the first sewing macline ever seen iu that town,
and it was purchased by Welb & Glassoer,
fallors. Ile also Lrought to Belvidere the first
knitting machine ever seen there.

MAY, Ezra (deceased), one of the early set-
tlers of Belvidere, Ill., a prosperous merchant
and miller, and ultimately an able financier,

serving as President of the Second@ National
Bank, of Belvidere, was born in Phillipsburg,
near Montreal, Canada, November 06, 1813, He
was of English ancestry, an earlier Ezra May
having come to America before the Revolutionary
War, settling at Goshen, Massachusetts, Calvin
May, father of the subject of this sketch, was a
graduate of Yale College, who studied medicine
and was one of the early residents of Phillips-
burg. He married Mary Hyatt, who died at
Cherry Valley, 111, lhe having died in Canada
in 1828,

The boylhood of Ezra May was passed in
I’hillipsburg, where he was first employed on a
farm and afterwards at general work., In 1830
he went to Michizan City, Ind, in employ of
the Govermment, and in May, 1839, removed to
Winnehaszo County, 11U, hecoming o squatter
on government land in Cherry Valley Township,
ITe built a log cabin, and on February 24, 1840,
was married to Lovisa May, of New York,
After living a your on his farm he located at
Belvidere, there engaging in mercantile Husiness,
For several years he sold goods and also oper-
ated a flour mill.  Later lie entered into the
hanking business, and, i 1890, was  elected
resident of  the  Seecond  National Tiank  of
delvidere, 1Te was a man of snperior bhusiness
ability and amassed a valuable property, sue-
ceeding «olely through his own exertions and
making the record of o most creditable career.
[Te and his wife had cight children, namely:
Ela M, (Mrs. Olney), Florence I (Mrg, Smith),
Clara IL (Mrs. Greenslett), Calvin D., an at-
torney fu Chieago, and Steplien D, May,

Qriginally a Whig in polities, Mr. May Iater
became what was ealled a Douglas Demaocrat,
antl during the ¢ivil war period was a vigorous
supporter of the war policy of the (overnnient.
One of his sons wis pamed in honor of Stephen
A Douglag.  In his public life hie held a nunber
of loenl oflices, including those of Alderman of

the city of Belvidere and Supervisor of his town- -

ship.
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