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Stow, who came to Boone County from Broome 
County, N. Y., and settled in Bonus Township. 
At a comparatively early date he had a store 
at Russelville. Boone County, Ill., for some 
years, and when the railroad was constructed 
through Capron, he opened the first store there 
For a tIme durIng the period of the Civil War 
he was Supervisor of Boone Township. He 
dIed in 1865, aged thirty·nlne years, and hIs 
widow is still living at Capron. -Mrs. Stevenson 
was their only child. Formerly she was a suc­
cessful teacher of music, and by practice has 
maintained her efficiency as a musician. She 
was one of the charter members of the Christian 
Church at Capron. nil'. and Mrs. Stevenson 
nave a son, Claude A. Stevenson, now aged 
twenty-six years, who Is a telegraph operator 
at Capron. 

STIMEES, Ole 0., one of the large stockmen 
and successful [armel's of Boone Township, was 
born in Xorway, February 18, 1838, a son of Ole 
Stimees. In 1S;:;1 he came to the United States 
on a salling vessel that took eight and one-half 
weeks on the yoyage. From New York he came 
by ralJ to Elliin, and there bought an ox·team 
with which he :nade the last stnge of his trip 
to this townshil), where Ender Stimees and 
Lewis Johnson had already settled. They, with 
probably two dozen other families, formed a little 
settlement. The elder Ole StImees settled in 
tbis Yicinity, about one-half mile from Ole O. 
Stlmees' present farm, but tbe father about 
six years after coming to America, when he was 
sixty-two. His wife died at fifty-two. The pa­
rents had these chIldren: Emily, who married 
EUas DemIng, a l'ailroad conductor of Chicago; 
Ole; Betsey married Charles Wilkins of Oak 
Park; Henry died nt the age of twenty-one; an­
other son, who died at the age of fifty-five, was a 
railroad conductor, and Alfred, who Is a 
In Brown County, S. D. 

Ole O. Stlmees when still a boy went to Chi­
cago, but two years later returned home and 
worked for his father until the latter's death, 
wben he took charge of the far:n. He now owns 
four hundred and seventy-eight acres of land in 
three farml:!, operated by himself and sons. He 
has devoted himself to stOCk-raising and dairy­
ing. and milks 35 cows. In moo he erected a 
fine house, and his large barn was built in 1888. 

In 1860 :\I1'. Stlmes was married to Lena Ben-
80n, a sister of John and Ben Benson, and wbo 

as a child crossed the ocean on the same ves­
sel as her future husband. She worked in Chi­
cago prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stimees have had chlldren as follows: Tena, 
married Albert Helmanson and died at the age­
of thirty-nine; Otis, a paInter in Chicago; Levi, 
of North Dakota; David, one of his father's 
farmers; Henry, at home; Severt, a conductor 
on the Chicago & St. Louis Railroad; Joseph, a 
conductor on the same line; Cora, Frank, Julius, 

and Amos, at home; Hattie, a teacber in 
tbe home school; Alfred, a student of Beloit Col­
lege. Mr. Stimees Is a Republican, and has kept 
llimself free from mere partisan affairs. He is a 
member of the Lutheran Church of Capron. Mr. 
Stimees is an excellent farmer, a good cItizen and 
a thoroughly representative man of his town­
ship. 

SWIFT, Arthur Wesley, :r.1. D., of BelYidere, 
III., whose reputation as a competent and faith­
ful medical practitioner extends beyond the bor­
ders of Boone County, was born in Liv­
ingston County, fl. Y., July 10, 1860, a son of 
Prosper and )Iary A. (Cleveland) Swift, who 
were also natiYes of Xcw York. The father. 
who was a carpenter by trade in Nunda, during 
the Civil War enlisted In the One Hundred and 
ThIrtieth York Yolunteer Infantry, later 
was a member of the First New York Dragoons, 
and on August 5, 1862, at Portage, N. Y., was 
mustered in as a Sergeant in Company I, same 
organization, was promoted to First Sergeant 
April 1, J8fr!, and to First Lleutcnant August 
1st of the same year. On October 19, 1864, he 
was killed in the battle of Cedar Creel" Va. 
Lieut. Prosper SwIft was a Uepublican In poli­
tics, and a strict member of the MethodIst 
Episcopal Church, and by bls union witb Mary 
A. Cleveland, became the father of two children 
-the subject of this sketl:h and a brother who 
died at nine years of age. In 1866 the (nmUy 
remo\'ed west, settlIng at Belvidere, 111., where 
the son, Arthur Wesley, received a good llterary 
education, and later read medicine with Dr. 
Whitman of that place. Subsequently entering 
the ChIcago Homeopathic Medical College, be 
,,'as graduated from that Institution, when he 
at once came to Belvidere and spent the first 
eleven years of his professiolllli career in part­
nership his former tutor, Dr Whitman. In 
180G this partnership was dissoh'ed, and during 
the same year Dr. Swift becnme associated with 
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Dr. R. B. Andrews, this relation continuing un­
til 1905, and since tbe latter date, Dr. Swift 
has been engaged In practice alone. 

In 1885, Dr. Swift was married at Belvidere, 
III., to Jessie Curtis, a. daugbter of Cbarles and 
Mary Ann . (Mounsey) Curtis, the former a pio­
neer settler of Boone County, and of this unIon 
there have been two cblldren, Harold Arthur 
and Helen Louise. Politically, Dr. Swift Is -a 
Republican; iii 1900 was elected Aiderman -of 
the city of Belvidere, serving one year, when 
in 1901, he was elected Mayor, continuing In 
this office untIl 1903. He has alsO served as a 
member of the Board of Health seven yea'rs, for 
elgbt years bas been Precinct Committeeman, 
and for four years member of tbe Senatorial 
CommIttee for Boone County. In bls professIon­
al relations, be 'is a member of tbe Boone 
County Uedlcal SocIety, the Nortbwestern 
HomeopathIc l\Iedical Association, the AmerI· 
can Institute of Homeopathy, and the IllinoIs 
State Medical Society. He Is also MedIcal Ex­
aminer for a number of Societies and Life In­
surance Companies, and Secretary of the United 
States Board of Pension Examiners at Belvidere. 
His religious associations are wltb the Metho­
dist EpIscopal Cburcb, in which he bolds the 
office of Trustee, and fraternally is Identified 
wltb the l\fasonlc Order as II member of Belvi­
dere Lodge No. 60, A. F. & A. 1\1.; Kishwaukee 
Chapter R. A. 1\1. No. 90; K. T. Crusader Com­
mandery No. 17, Rockford, III.; and Tebala 
Lodge, .Mystlc ShrIne, of Rockford. 

iJ)r. SwIft has bad a sucessful career In hIs 
profession, and socIally Is regarded as an af­
fable and pleasant gentleman. 

THOMPSON, Ole, (deceased.)-Tbe late Ole 
Thompson was born In NorwllY, October 14, 1837, 
and died September 28, 1898, on his farm four 
miles nortliwest of Capron in LeRoy Township, 
Boone County. In 1841 Mr. Tbompson was 
brought to America and remained at home until 
he attained bis majorIty, when be went to Cali­
fornIa, wbere he engaged In minIng for seven 
years, but returned home In 1866 and on July 
6th of tbat year, married Margaret Bean. Mrs. 
Thompson was born In Norway In 1841 and was 
three years of age wben brougbt by ber parents 
to IIIlnois. Tbe Norse spellIng of the family 
name bothered hIs American nelgbbors, so Mrs. 
Tbompson was born in Norway in 1841, and was 
settled in Capron, wbere be dled of consumption 

-----_ ... -_. -

at tbe age of tbirty-two, wben his daugbter was 
eigbt years old. Margaret Bean had a brother. 
Knute, and a sister, Elizabetb. Knute was only 
ten years old when bis father died, and he had 
to take cbarge of affairs. The widow bad. noth­
Ing but tbe wlId land her husband bas secured 
and tbey all worked very hard, but tbe mother 
lived to 'See her children bappily married. Eliz­
abeth married I-ewis Goodsell, but died of con­
sumption at tblrty-two. Knute Is a prosperous 
farmer on the farm adjoining the bomestead. 
On tbe latter the cabin In which they made their 
brave fight against poverty Is still standing. 

Af.ter marriage Mr. Tbompson took a po.sltion 
wltl! his brother-In-law, Lewis Goodsell, and op­
erated a gristmill, In time replacing the old mill 
wltb a new one. After ten years he excbanged 
bis sbare for a farm of 57 acres In LeRoy Town· 
ship, to which be added, until at the time of his 
death tlJe property was a "ery valuable one. He 
put up a good house, barn and other buildings, 
and be and bis wife were very comfortable 
tbere. Mr. Tbompson embarked in other lines 
and made a success of wbatever be undertook. 
Kind-bearted, genIal, always ready to look on the 
bright side of life, be naturalll made many 
friends and hIs loss was sincerely mourned. He 
was not a politicIan, although a good RepublIcan, 
and he served as School Director. FCe WIIS Ii 

member of the Lutheran Church of Capron, In 
which he was Deacon and Church Treasurer. 
Mr. Thompson was never called upon In varn for 
financial aId when any church affair WIIS In 
mind, for he gave liberally and generously and 
was greatly interested In Its advancement. Peo­
ple grew to depend upon him lind what he said, 
and If he endorsed anyone it was sufficIent. for 
he was known to support only those who were 
honest and worked for the best good of hum IIn­
Ity. 

One child was born to Mr. and ilrs. Thompson. 
'WiIIlam, born February 24, 1867. He has al­
ways lived at home. By trade be is a painter, 
but be conducts !l photograph gullery. Ten years 
ago l\frs. Thompson left the farm, and bulldlllg a 
pleasant home in Cllpron, now resides there with 
her p,on and rents the farm property. 

TILLERS ON, Ole R.-No one Is to be more 
complimented on the perfect metllod and order 
with which theIr agricultural affaIrs are COD­

ducted than be whose name Is gIven above. 
He was a farmer and one of the most success-



• 

'\ 

• 

HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 927 

ful in the county, and although of foreign 
birth, he has ever taken a deep interest in the 
progress and development of his adopted country. 

Mr. Tillerson was born in Voss, Norway, on a 
farm nameu Rong, about nine miles from Ber­
gen, on the 29th day of August, 1823, and his 
father, ~'roud Tlllerson, who was a carpenter by 
trade, was also a native of that country. 

The elder Mr. Tlllerson was married in Nor­
way to l\Ilss Tilda Tlllerson, and they became the 
parents of six children, one daughter, who de­
parted this life while in Norway, and yet a small 
child .. Three sons and two daughters grew to 
adult yean; and came to America. 

In ]848, two years after our subject came to 
America, the parents crossed the ocean with their 
son, Ole Tillerson, and both died on this side of 
the Atlantic when about seventy-three years of 
age. All tbe children are now deceased. 

After Ole R. '.rlJlerson's marriage, which oc­
curred In Norway, to :\llss Martha Nyre, in 1845, 
he, with his bride, took passage on il salling 
vessel at Bergen, and after an ocean voyage 
of forty-six days, reacbed New York City. From 
tbere they went to l\IIJwaukee. by rlvcr, cllnal 
and the lakes, and were about two weeks mak­
Ing the trip. 

After reaching that city, they went witb ox­
team to theIr present home, and the following 
year Mr. ~'illerson bougbt one hundred and 
sixty acres of government land. He had but 
eighH' dollars In money and one cow, and his 
claim costing one bUlldred and sixty dollars, he 
had to borrow tbe balance, paying fifty per 
cent interest. <,ViIl say here, for a morai les­
son, that the man who charged this high rate 
of interest died In the poor house.) 

Mr. Tl1lerson erected a rude log-house and 
resided in it for about two years, wben he was 
joined by bis parents, and he and his father 
bought forty acres of land, upon which they 
both resided for some time. 

Our. subject lost his wife on the nInth day of 
July, 1863. Their union bad' been blessed by 
the birth of. eieyen children, five daughters and 
six sons. One son died in infancy, and in the 
faJl of 1853 they buried two Ilttie girls, Carrie 
and EmeIlne; both died wIthin two weeks of 
each other with typhoId fever. There were six 
persons prostrated in the same house at one 
time by the same disease. 

On the fifteenth of Septemher, 18G8, :\Ir. Tll­
lerson married Miss Christie Sleen, from Yoss, 

Norway, who came over from Norway in 1866, 
and the fruits of this union have been nine chil­
dren. They lost one daughter, Emma, who was 
a student of Rockford Seminary. She was a 
young lady of more than usual promise. She 
passed away on the twenty-sixth of January, 
1892, and the following spring would have grad­
uated at the seminary. Her SUIlny and pleas­
ant disposition WOIl her a large host of friends 
that have missed her congenial associations. 

On September twenty-first, 1893, Miss Carrie 
Tillerson was married at her home to Peter O. 
Hynning, of Chicago, who owned a gentlemen's 
furnishing store in that city. All the brothers 
and sisters that were living at that time were 
at home. and sixteen children were gathered 
around the marriage feast. But her beautiful 
lief was ended on December 18, 1809, after much 
patIent suffering. . 

At this writing there remain JlYing :\Iartin, 
Andrew, Ella, Anna, Sarah, Kanute, Dena, 
Henry (a hat'dware merchant of Chicago), Tilda, 
Thomas N., a ranchman in New Mexico; Lewis, 
a reai esta te llIan in Chicago; Martha; Ellis, a 
sheep ranch owner in Dakota; Betsey, of Chi­
engo, and Franl" a carpenter, who is married 
and lh'es In Beloit, Wisconsin. The latter eight 
are children fl'om bis former marriage. 

At the decease of Mr. Tillerson. he owned fiye 
hundred nnd sixty acres of well Improved agrI­
cultural land and forty acres of second growth 
timber land. 

He was n very thrifty and Industrious farmer. 
cultIvating nearly all the products adapted to 
thIs part of the country. He also kept a large 
uairy during his lifetime and considered it an 
excellent inyestment. 

He always voted the Republican ticket, and 
wus once elected Supervisor.' He administered 
estates, running into many thousands of .dollars, 
and at one time was guardian of six minors In 
one estate and two in another. 

He was the leader, and his home the head­
quarters of the Norwegians that came from the 
old country to thIs locality. As he was a broad­
minded man and famlliar with the alien laws, 
his country-men naturally sought him as a 
counselor. He was highly esteemed In the com­
lllunity, and his honesty and uprightness are un­
questioned. 

Honorable and upright 'in all hIs dealings, he 
was intrusted with the finances of several large 
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estates, and proved that. he was ever worthy of 
the trust placed in him. 

He and Mrs. Tlllerson were members of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church at Norway, and 
were the founders of the church In the north­
ern part of the township. Although they brought 
but little of the world's goods to this country, 
they respect the word of God and place theIr 
faith and trust In God, and have been prosper­
ous and happy. 

Mrs. T1I1erson's aged mother, now ninety 
years of age, while she has been here with her 
daughter since 1891, and loves her grandchil­
dren and her daughter, still longs for the beauti­
ful home among the mountains of Norway. 

Although Mrs. Tillerson is not what one 
would call an educated lady, she Is still :nore 
Intelligent than many college-bred ladies: and 
has taught her children the Norwegian tongue, 
besides Instructing them in other useful ways. 

Mr. and Mrs. TllIerson's greatest and most 
eal'llf'st wish Is that their children will always 
respect the word of God, and be consiclemte of 
the poor and suffering. Since the early dcath 
of their daughter, which was a sad blow to bear, 
they atllI think that the cloud has lts silver lin­
ing, and tbat "A good God reigns o\'er all." lIer 
[1111£'1''11 was one long to be remembered on llC­

count of the large number of friends who paid 
their last respects to the dear departed one. 

Mrs. Tillerson still lives on the old homestead, 
enjoying excellent health, but misses Mr. TllIer­
son, who departed this life June 9, 180;. 

TOBYNE, William, (deceased), who for many 
years was one of the prominent figures in agri­
cultural circles in Boone County and who left 
behind him an. honorable record for thrift, hard 
work and energetic action, was born February 
21, 1823, in OntarIo, Canada, and died October 
21, 1885. He was married May 14, 1852, to 
Fidelia Meh'in, who died. On September 14, 
1864, he marril'd Augusta Easton, who survives 
him and Is living at Debeque, Col. Of the chil­
dren born to his first marriage, two reached ma­
turIty: Hiram W., who died October 2;, 189;, 
owner of the old l.'obYne homestead, where his 
widow now resides; Laura, born September 5, 
1853, died March 23, 1888. The children of the 
second fammy were: Flora, who married Sam­
uel K. Walker, of Debeque, Col.; Della J. mar­
ried Joy H. Cross, of Colorado Springs, Col.; 
Fred E., born January 18, 18;1. married Jan-

uarr 12, 1898, Blanche 1. Bounds, of Poplar 
Grove, born December 1, 18;6, and they have 
three children;' Flora Alice, born December 12, 
1898; Anna ~Iay, born April 28, 1900, and :Mil­
dred Blanche, born June 22, 1903. 

In 1836 Wllliam Tobyne, then a lad of thir­
teen, came with his parents, James and Susan 
Tobyne, to Illinois, and he remained at home 
until his marriage In 1852, when he settled on a 
farm adjoining that of his father in Belle 
Prairie l.'ownship. 'In the latter '60s he sold 
this property tllld bought the farm where his 
son, Fred, now resides. In 18;6 he erected the 
pleasant home, and there he spent the 
remainder of his life and there died. In poli­
tics he was a Republican, and he was Deacon of 
the Baptist Church of BelYidere, of. which he 
was one of the founders and liberal supporters. 
He was a man of strictest integrity, and won 
for himself the confidence and respect of all 
with wbom he came in contact. His loss was se­
Yerely (elt, not only in his family, but through­
out the community wllere for so many years he 
Ilad liYed and worked. 

Fred Tobyne remained at home, taking charge 
of the farm for his fatller, and bought out the 
interests of tllc otllcr heirs after the latter's 
deatll. The farm consists of one hundred and 
Sixty-seven acres of fine land, and he has made 
some very extensive improvements, Including 
tlle erection of a large blocl, barn, 32x8G feet. 
He carries on general farming, dairying and 
stock raiSing, milking 20 cows. He keeps a good 
breed of all kinds of stock. He Is a Baptist 
and takes an acti\'e part in its good work. In 
politics he is a Republican, with stl'ong Prohi­
bition sentiments. :Mr, Tobyne has devoted his 
life to his farm, haYing left school to work 
upon it for Ilis father, and his success is cer­
tainly well merited. 

TRIPP, John G.-The prosperity of every 
eomruunity depends very largely upon the acu­
lIlen and enterprise of Its lending business 'men, 
through whose endeavors new undertakings are 
started 'and old concerns gh'en new life. Es­
pecially Is this true of Belvidere, III., which, 
although an old place, Is one of the most wide 
awake In the Statc, and is the home for many 
flourishing enterprises headed by men of sub­
stance and public spirit. Such a Ulan is John 
G. Tripp, retailer of lumber and coal, located 
at No. 20;:; South State Street, who has been 

l., ____ ..;... ____________________ _ 
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latter fact accounts In no small measure for the 
apparently larger number of fallures among 
farmers of those dayS than among farmers of 

In this line of business for the past sixteen 
years, and who has also contributed toward 
the general industrial prosperity by the organiza­
tion of '!'he Belvidere Telephone Oompany, In 
the spring of 1888, of which he was made Vice­
preSident, and of The Electric Stone Company, 
on July 12, 1900, of which he Is still President. 
. Mr. TrIpp was born In Bonus Township, 
Boone County, Ill., March 28, 1854, a son of 
James D. and Angeline (Maxon) TrIpp, who 
were marrIed October 4, 1829, and had thirteen 
children. James D. TrIpp held various Town­
ship offices, and was a man greatly respected In 
his community. One of Mr. TrIpp's great­
grandfathers was a Revolutionary soldier. 
After completing the course at the Belvidere 
High School, Mr. Tripp, when twenly years old 
began farming, but two years later was employed 
by M. G. Leonard In buying grain and wool with 
a working Interest In the business. After being 
In the employ of Mr. Leonard for thirteen years, 
he again engaged In farming for three years, 
then spent two years In shipping llve-stock, after 
which he embarked In the lumber and coal busi­
ness with O. H. Wright & Company. In 1898 
he bought out the firm of Witbeck & Wheeland 
at his present place of business, and sInce then 
has built up a very large trade. 

. the twentieth century. Not only has farming 
been reduced to a practIcal scIence, but Is a 
great Industry InvolvIng the Investment of im­
mense capital and producIng a very large per­
centage of the world's wealth. Stock-raisIng 
and other auxiliary features of farmmg have 
kept pace with farmIng itself. Boone County has 
many first class farmers, Manchester township 
has Its proportion of' them, and Ransom F. 
Tuttle Is one of the best koown of that number. 

On February 4, 1880, Mr. Tripp married 
Belle C. Chamberlaln,at Belvidere, Ill., and the 
following children have been born to them: 
Helen N., Belle C., Jennie L., Ruth E., and 
Maxon, who Is deceased. The family reside at· 
No. 907 Pearl Street, Belvidere. In politics Mr. 
Tripp is a RepubUcan, while fraternally he is 
a member of the Modern Woodmen, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and the Order of Elks. His 
religious belIef associates him with the Protest-' 
ant faith. Publlc·splrlted, enterpriSing, a man 
of strictest Integrity, Mr. Tripp has steadily 
advanced In the confidence ot his fellow towns­
men, and may be counted upon to support any­
thing be belIeves wlll eventually conserve the 
best Interest of the majority. 

TUTTLE, Ransom F., farmer and stockman, 
Manchester township, Boone County, Ill. The 
farmer of today could be no more justly llkened 
to the farmer of ahalf-century ago, than could 
the general business man of today to his proto­
type of the'40s and '50s. In the former 
period farming was unsystematic and, with many, 
It was a makesWtt occupation. Perhaps the 

Mr. Tuttle was born in LeRoy TownshIp, Sep­
tember 12, 1357, a son of Lorin Tuttle, whose 
wife was Caroline' Powell. Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle 
were both natives of St. Lawrence County, N. 
Y., which Is known as one of' the most pictur­
esque regions of .America. They came to La 
Salle County, Ill., In 1852, and, In 1854, removed 
to Boone County, settllng In LeRoy Towushlp. 
There, and In Boone Township, they lived and 
labored during the remainder of. their lIves. 
j\Ir. Tuttle died at Capron, late In the '80s, 
when he was tlftY-seven years old; his widow 
survived him until January, 1904, when she died 
at the age of seventy-six years. They were the 
parents of five children, who are named In the 
order of their nativity: Ransom F., Horace F., 
Emma, Mary and Anna. 

Ransom F. Tuttle was reared and educated 
In Boone County and learned farming under his 
father's Instruction. He has lived In the county 
all 'his life, with the exception of one year which 
he spent In California, and, save for a few 
years during which he operated meat markets 
at Capron and Poplar Grove, he has devoted 
himself entIrely to farming and stock-raising. 
He is the owner of one hundred and fifty acres 
of land, all of whIch Is well Improved, provided 
with modern buildings and up-to-date machinery I 
and appliances. He has Uved on his present 
farm since the spring of 1901. 

October 22, 1879, Ransom F. Tuttle married 
Miss Belle Scougall, a 'native of Boone County 
and a daughter of Loughln Scougall, a Scotch­
man, who first saw ·the light of day In Edin­
burgh. Mrs. Tuttle has borne her husband 
children named George, Arthur and Ella. 
Wherever he has lived Mr. Tuttle has been 
much Interested In everything pertaIning to 
townShip, and municipal progress and prosperity. 
While he Is not a politician In the usual ac-
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ceptation of the term, there is no question of 
public economy which does not receive his in­
telligent ·consideratlon. Above all, he is a be­
liever in the great destiny of the American 
people and in the absolute necessity for good 
and still Detter government. In order to carry 
out some ideas of his own with respect to local 
government, he nas, from time to time, consent­
ed to fill village and township offices, and for 
some years while he lived in Capron he was a 
member of the Village Board. He is an Odd 
Fellow and a 1tIodern Woodman of America. 

VANCE, Alexander, Postmaster, undertaker 
and furniture dealer at Capron, Boone Oounty, 
Ill. The name of Vance has long been weIl 
known in the United states. Representatives 
of the famlly have been prominent In business, 
in the sciences, In literature and in the pro­
fessions. Boone County has not a citizen who 
in his line stands higher than does Alexander 
Vance, and it is not probable that Capron has a 
business man better known fo;: integrity, fair 
dealing and efficiency than Mr. Vance, who has 
proved himseif not only a model official, but 
an undertaker thoroughly trained in all details 
of his rather difficult profession. He is widely 
known also as one of the most popular secret 
society men In the northern tier of Illinois 
counties. 

Alexander Vance was born In Chester, Pa., 
September 20, 1857, a son of Thomas and Mary 
('Sinton) Vance, both natives of County Armagh, 
Ireland. Thomas Vance came to the United 
States when ne was twenty-<lne years old, His 
wife came while she was yet a very young 
woman, and they became acquainted and were 
married in Pennsylvania. A cotton weaver by 
trade, Thomas worked In the Joseph Riddle 
Mills at Chester. In time he came to an under­
standing that the cheap lands of the new West 
offered to the comparatively poor man the very 
best opportunities for labor and Investment. He 
came to Illlnois in 1861 and secured a farm 
three miles south of Capron. His elder brother, 
John, had lived on the same land four or five 
years, but 'had not succeeded In weaning him­
self away from the cotton-mills, and he was 
glad to sell out and return to Pennsylvania. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vance improved a good farm, on 
which they lived the remainder of their days. 
He died February 17, 1883, aged sixty-two years, 
his wife surviving until March 4, 1890, 'when she 

died aged about sixty-four years. Their young­
est daughter, Jennie, wife of Finley Stow, now 
owns their old hO!llestead, the Improvements on 
which were made, chiefly, by Mr. Vance. Poli­
tically he was a Republican and, as such, took 
an active interest In township affairs. 
, Thomas and Mary (Sinton) Vance had several 

children, five of whom grew to maturity: J. 
W., Alexander, Margaret, Richard and Jennie. 
J. W. became a school teacher, but later went 
east and. as a helper in steel mills, studied 
steel manufacture, with which he was connect­
ed as secretary to the Superintendent of the 
qarnegie Steel Works-a good position from 
which he was graduaUyelevated to that of 
Secretary and l\Ianager of the St. Louis Plate 
Glass Works, St. Louis, Mo., and Pittsburg, Pa., 
with headquarters at Pittsburg. Alexander re­
eeh'es detailed notice below. Margaret Is the 
wife of Walter Fry, of Boone Township, Rich­
ard is farming near Capron, and Jennie (Mrs. 
Stow) is mentioned above. 

Alexander Vance was a member of his father's 
household until he attained his majority, and 
then he'removed to Capron, where he was vari­
ously employed, a part of the time as a clerk 
In the store of Thomas R. Thornton. In l\Iarch, 
1882, he engaged in the furniture .trade, in whieb 
lIe has continued to the present time, through 
a period of twenty-six years. He has an under­
taking department and holds a State license as 
an embalmer. He is popular as a business man 
and has a large and constantly increasing trade, 
which extends throughout all the territory 
tributary to Capron. 

As a Republican lIfr. Vance takes an Intelll­
gent interest in National, State, county and 
local affairs. He has been for some time a 
member of tbe Village Board of Capron, He 
was appointed Postmaster in 1884, under the 
administration of President Arthur, nnd held 
the office for about eight years, through President 
Cleveland's first administration and through 
President Harrison's administration. In 1897 
he was again appointed to that office, which he 
has held continuously ever since, with his' last 
term not yet very near its end. He has served 
all together nineteen years, and since he first 
carne to the office Its work has increased very 
materially. Three rural free-delivery routes, 
centering at Capron, have been established dur­
ing the past three years. Mr. Vance attends 
com'entlons of his party and does every thing In 
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bis power bl promote tbe election of its nominees 
and the triumpb of Its principles. He is a mem­
ber of Capron Lodge No. ,575, Ancient Free and 
Acepted ~Iasons; of Howard Cbapter No. 91, 
Royal Arch }Iasons; of Woodstock Commandery, 
No. 25, Knights Templar, and of Tebala Temple 
of the Mystic Sbrine at Rockford, and bas often 
been a delegate to the Grand Lodge. Mr. Vance 
is an entbusiastic sportsman and greatly enjoys 
trap shooting. He is a member of the Capron 
Gun Club, and bolds the championship for Boone 
County and the L. C. Smith Cup for Illinois as 
cbamplon double shot. 

February 8, 1881, Mr. Vance married Nellie, 
an adopted daughter of Thomas R. Thor,hton, 
formerly a mercbant at Capron, but now a\·\citi-
zen of Belvidere. ' 

1\11'. Vance was nominated for Coroner of 
Boone County, in August, 1908, and so popular 
is be that bis election is considered a settled 
matter. 

VAN EPPS, Arthur J., one of the owners of 
tbe Belvidere Brick Manufacturing. ~ompany, 
Belvidere Township, Boone County, Ill. The 
family of Van Epps is of Hollandic extraction 
and was early represented among the burghers 
of New York. In all periods of the history o.e 
Xew York State and city, this family name has 
been prominent. Branches of the family have 
been established in different parts of the West, 
notably in Illinois, where Its best known rep­
resentatives are the Yan Epps of Boone County. 
Seymour Van Epps was born In the State of 
New York, and at the age of six years was 
brought to Boone County by his parents, EYer­
ett and Electa Vall Epps. That was in the 
year 1846. His father secured land and Im­
proyed a farm nortb of Belvidere. There he 
lived out his days, and there his widow llved for 
a time after his death, though eventually she 
removed to Iowa, but returned to Belvidere, 
where she died. Seymour Van Epps became 
the owner of the family homestead. On Decem­
ber 15, 1868, he married Lelia M. Heath at 
Belvidere, Ill., and tbey have had three sons 
and two daughters: Herbert H., Arthur J., 
Walter S., Ida 1\1 .. and Florence 1. 

Arthur J. Van Epps was born on the Van 
Epps homestead near Belvidere, December 27, 
1872, and married Miss Daisy Sterling, Feb­
ruary 23, 1898. In politics Mr. Van Epps Is a 
Republican. Walter Van Epps, of the Belvi-

dere Brick Company, was married September 
19, 1006, to Miss Ina Chamberlain, of Manches­
ter, Iowa. 'l'he Van Epps family are members 
of the First Baptist Church of Belvidere. 

Mr. ,"an Epps began his business career as a 
farmer, but after five years joined his brother, 
Walter S., in the manufacture of brick. The 
blstory of the Belvidere Brick Manufacturing 
Company begins with the establishment of the 
brick yard of Rudolph Fritz, about ten years 
ago. The enterprise was operated by Mr. 
Fritz until 1900, when it was bought by the Van 
Epps Brothers. Mr. Fritz had previously oper­
ated th~ yard In the city of Belvidere. The 

. works IJccuPY about five acres of a tract of 
twen',y-fiye acres, about two and a quarter miles 
110rth of Belvidere, on the State road. Three 
kilns are utilized, each ",Ith a capacity ot 
350,000 brick. The kilns are strongly constrnct. 
ed with twelve-inch brick walls, and the machin­
ery and appliances th!-,ougbout are the best and 
latest procurable. During the working season 
fifteen to sixteen men are employed. 

VAN EPPS, Walter Stanley, stockholder ot 
the Belyldere Brick ;)Ianufacturlng Company, 
Beh"idere, Boone County, III. In a biographical 
sketch of Arthur J. Van Epps, brollier of the 
subject of this article, will be found much of 
intcrest concerning the history of this old Hol­
land Dutch family, und much in detail of the 
Bclvidere Brick l\Ianufacturing Company, of 
which Arthur .T. and Walter Stanley Van Epps 
are the owners. These enterprising business 
men are sons of Seymour Van Epps, who at 
the age of six years, was In 1846 brought to 
Bool}e County by E,'erett and Electa Van Epps, 
his parents. Everett Van Epps was Il notable 
mall In the pioneer days and later. His old 
homestead became the property of his son Sey­
mour and is now the home of his gmndson, 
WaIter S. Vun Epps. It contains eighty-six and 
one·hulf acres and is situuted about a mile north 
of Belvidere. The primitive house built on it 
In 1846 is still standing, though for residential 
purposes it gave place years ago to a more 
modern structure erected by Seymour Van Epps. 

"·ulter Stunley Yan Epps was born in the 
house in which he now I1ves, October 17, 1876. 
He was brought up to the work of the farm, 
but became Interested in brick manufacture and 
gulned a practical lmowleclge of the business in 
brick yards in his viCinity. For a time he and 

, 



~. 

932 HISTORY OF BOONE COUNTY 

his brother owned and operated a brick yard at 
BelvIdere. They have controlled and managed 
their present enterprise since 1900. 

September 19, 1906, Mr. Van Epps married 
Miss Ina Chamberlain, a daughter of David and 
Ella Chamberlain. The Chamberlains formerly 
lived in Winnebago County, Ill., but later re­
moved to Delaware County, Iowa, leaving num­
erous relatives round about. Belvidere. Miss 
Chamberlain was graduated from the Manchest­
er, Iowa, High School and taught in the schools 
ot that town until her marriage. Polltically 
Mr. Van Epps is a Republican. He is a member 
of Belvidere Lodge, Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. His wife Is a member of the Baptist 
Church. It should be noted in this connection 
that the Van Epps Brothers operate in season a 
thresher, a corn-sheller and other similar ma­
chinery. Mr. Van Epps is a sportsman and en­
joys hunting and fishing whenever he can sep­
arate himself from his business long enough 
to indulge his liking for them. 

WAIT, Clark M.-A successful business man 
and one who has faithfully dischargcd lIis duty 
in every walk of llfe in which he has bome his 
part, Clark M. Wait is a thoroughly represen­
tative exponent of the commercial life of Belvi­
dere, where he conducts a large creamery and 
butter business. ~Ir. ·Wait was born near Genoa, 
DeKalb County, Ill., May 17, 1854, a son of 
Mason C. and Harriet (Merchant) Wait. The 
father was born Aprll 26, 1808, at Warsaw, ,Vy­
oming County, N. Y.; while the mother Vias 
born l\Iarch 11, 1815, at Warsaw. Early in life 
Mason C. Wait was a shoemaker and carpen­
ter, but after locating in Illinois he took up 
government lund and was a farmer until 1884, 
then moving to Belvidere where he remained 
until his death In January, 1880. His widow 
survives and makes her home in Belvidere. The 
family moved from New York State to Ohio, 
thence to Illinois, where they settled near Genoa, 
DeKalb County, about 1850. In 1865 they 
moved to Boone County and In 1884 to Belvi­
dere. 

Clark M. Wait attended the district schools 
during the winter terms, later the Belvidere 
High School, and still later took a course at the 
Rockford Business College. From 1874 to 1889 
Mr. Wait farmed in Spring Township, and still 
owns a very valuable farm there of one hun­
dred and sixty acres, and well improved. In 

1889 he lo('.ated in Belvidere and engaged in 
creamery business with the Elgin Creamery Com­
IJany, later establishing his creamery and but­
ter business, which has since expanded to yery 
generous proportions, and in which he controls 
a larg trade, and also superintends his farm. 
Always a Republican, ~Ir. Wait has been called 
to fill more than one public office, and lias 
served very acceptably as Town Clerk, Town­
Ellip School Treasurer and Supervisor while It 

re.sident of Spring Township. Fraternally he 
is a member of the Royal Arcanum and Knights 
and Ladies of SecurIty. On December 23, 1880, 
Mr. Wait was married)n Spring Township to 
Malvina Stone, born October 13, 1856, at ~m­
waukee, Wis. Mr. and Mrs. Wait haye one 
daughter, Dawn, born January 30, 1884, wife of 
Captain Evan E. Young, American Consul at 
Harput, Asiatic Turkey. Captain Young has 
been promoted to the office of Consul at Salon­
ika, European Turkey, and will take his new 
position about January 1, 1909. 

WATERMAN, George E., the efficient Superin­
tendent of the Cornell Brothers Condensing 
l~actory, at Garden Prairie, Boone County, 111., 
was born in Darr, McHenry County, Ill., l\Iay 12, 
18uI. His father was Nathan K. Waterman, a 
farmer by occupation, who came to Illinois from 
Cattaraugus CQunty, N. Y .• in 1844, settling in 
Darr TOWlll;hiP. McHenry County, Ill. He died 
near Union. ZlIcHenry County, Ill., in 1891, when 
fifty-six years old. TlIe mother of the subject 
of this sketch was Cordelia Ann (Boone) Water­
man, who was also born in Cattaraugus County, 
N. Y., and died at Belvlt, Wis., in February, 
1907, in her seventy-seventh year. George E., 
Waterman was the third of five children born 
to his parents. He was reared on the old 
Waterman homestead in ~IcHenry Couut·, where 
he lived until he reached tile age of twenty-th'e 
years, meanwhIJe receiving his education in the 
di~trlct schools, and at the Woodstocl;: High 
School. After finishing his studies he de\'oted 
his attenion to farming for four years, after 
which he was engaged in differeut creameries 
until 1885, when he moved to Boone County and 
became manager of the creamery at Shattuck's 
Grove, where he remained two years and eight 
months. He then located at Garden Prairie 
Rnd, in 1887, entered the employ of the Elgin 
Creamery there, continuing thu,s until the spring 
of 1904, when he was made manager of the 
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factory which is leased and operated by Cornell 
Brothers of Elgin. 

On September 10, 1884, :\Ir. Waterman was 
marrie'd to Anna Kremer, born in Dundee, Ill., 
a daughter of Charles L. and f\Iary (Rohl) 
Kremer. Politically Mr. Waterman is a snp­
porter of the Republican party, and hrts been a 
member of the County Central Committee for 
the past eight years, being re-elected in the 
spring of 1908. . In fraternal cIrcles he is affilia­
ted with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
belonging to the Belvidere Encampment; and is 
also connected with the :\Iodern Woodmen of 
America and the :\Iystic Workers. 

WEBSTER, Warren M., grahl-dealer and 
PresIdent of the Poplar Grove Bank, Poplar 
Grove, Boone County, Ill. The same kind of 
ability upon which men build success in lnrge 
.cities is requisite to success in small towns. 
Indeed, It is sometimes much more difficult and 
exacting work to build up n stable business in 
a country village than to establish un enterprise 
of the same kind in a commercial center. The 
labor is often greater and the returns are al­
ways smaller. In the countl·y town a man wins 
success largely by his own unaided efforts; in 
the city he is always assisted in u great meas­
ure by the speCial knowledge of men who are 
made responsible for the conduct of different 
departments of his enterprise. One of the best 
known business men in Boone County, and one 
of the most highly regarded wherever he is 
Imown, is 'Varren M. 'Vebster, founder of the 
enterprise at Poplat· Gro\'e to which reference 
lias been lllade, but lattcrly a citizen of Belvi­
dere. 

Warren 1\1. Webster was born December 17, 
1802, on the farm north of Poplar Grove, and is' 
of western New York stock. His parents, "Tillet 
S. and :\Iary J. (Wheeler) Webster, from East 
Hamburg, Erie County, N. Y., came to Illinois 
in 1845 and secured a half-section of land in 
Boone Township, a mile north of the site of 
Poplar Grove. There they developed a farm on 
which they lived and labored successfully until 
1864, when they moved to the new village of 
Poplar Grove, which had grown up because of 
the construction in 1857 of a railroad through 
its site. At Poplar Grove, Mr. Webster engaged 
in the lumber and grain trade, in which he con­
tinued until 1881, after which date he lived In 
retirelllent until July 28, 1885, when he died in 

the sixty-seventh year of his life. His widow 
survives him, and Is still Ih'ing in the old family 
home at Poplar Grove. As a Republican he 
tool;: an active and helpful Interest in local af­
fairs, serving his fellow townsmen as Super­
visor and in other official capacities. Mr. and 
Mrs. Webster were the parents of nine children, 
seven of whom were living in 1908. ~Irs. 

Webster had then attained to the advanced age 
of eighty-four years. 

It wus at Poplal' Grove that Warren :\1. Web­
ster passed the duys of his youth and obtained 
the basis of the practical business education 
which has enabled him to make his wuy in the 
world with notable success. He assisted his 
fath(!r until 1881, when he bought both the grain 
and lumber enterprises which the latter had es­
tabllshed. Tllese he conducted until 1895, when 
he sold his lumber Interest but continued In the 
grain tradc and stilI owns theelemtor built by 
the elder Webstcr ill 1870. In 1890 he estab­
llshed a private bank, which has since become 
tbe Poplar GrO\"e Bank. July 1, 1003, Jt was 
Incorporated with a cupitul stock of $25,000, 
unll he was elected Its President, R. H. Herbert 
its Ylce-President, und W. C. Ellet its cashier. 
Ft·OUl 1887 to 1801 be conducted a general store. 
He is tbe owner of his father's old home at 
Poplar Grove, wbere his mother stllJ lives. In 
1004, he removed to Belvidere, but stllJ retains 
active lllunugement of his business Interests at 
Poplar Gron. 

On April 7, 1886, :\1r. Webster married Miss 
Edyth C. Clark, who wus born April 0,. 1865, 
ut Sbepnrd, Isabella County, :\Iich., a daughter 
of Sutherland Clark, who was brougbt to Illi­
nois by her parents when sbe was four years 
old. Her father, u curpenter and "builder, is 
Ih'ing In Chicago. ~Ir. and ~Irs. Webster have 
one child, born November 23, 1898, named 
Ester L. :\11'. Webster Is a Republican in poli­
tics and, while having no personal political as­
pirations, tul,es an active interest in everything 
that pertains to our national welfare and de­
velopment. His _public spirit has led him to· 
identify himself most helpfully with every 
measure which, in his judgment, has tended to. 
benefit his fellow citizens. 

WELD, Frank Arthur, D. D. S., one of the­
rising young dentists of Belvidere, who enjoys 
a large pructice umong the very best people of 
the city, and Is recognized as a skillful oper-
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ator, Is ('onvenlently located at No. 140 North 
State Street" In that city. Dr. Weld was born 
at Pecatonica, Ill., August 29, 1870, a son of 
Arthur E. and Alma Jane (l\Iartin) Weld. 
Arthur E. Weld s·erved through the Civil War 
as a member of Company C, Fifteenth Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, and was a prisoner for some 
tIme at AndersonvllIe, and endured untold suf­
ferIng there. 

Dr. Weld completed a course at the PecatonI­
ca High School, and was later graduated from 
the ChIcago College of Dental Surgery wIth 
the degree of D. D. S., and on May 15,/1896, 
opened hIs office in BelYidere, since which time 
he has risen steadily In his profession and 
firmly established himself In the confidence of 
his patients. In politics, he is a Republican, 
and has been almost (.'ontlnuously a member of 
the School Board since. locating In Belyldere. 
Fraternally, he is a member of the order of 
Elks. On June 0, 1900, Dr. Weld was married 
to Bertha Agnes Sanborn at Pecatonica, and 
they ha,'e two children: Frank Arthur Weld, 
Jr., and Robert Sanborn Weld. The 'Veld resi­
dence Is pleasantly located at No. 810 North 
State Street, Belvidere. 

WHEELER, George G., farmel', Flora Town­
ship, Boone County. Ill, Western New York. 
has given directly Ilnd indirectly to Illinois, and 
to the Middle West generally, Il factor of citi­
zenship which has made progressively for pa­
triotism, enlightenment and general advance­
ment. EspecIally should Illinoisans of this class 
be proud of natIvity in Chautauqua County, which 
bas achieved world-wide fame as a center of 
educational and religious influence. There Hr. 
Wheeler was born August 10, 1832, a son of 
Lyman and Sabrn. (Wright) Wheeler, 

Lyman Wheelel' was a native of New Hamp­
shire, while his wife was born in the State of 
New YOl'k. They had four children, named in 
the order of tbeir birth as follows: Sarab S., 
George G., Susan S., and Calista A. Sarab S. 
mart'led C. F. Brett, and died at Kingsly, 
~ncb,; Susan S. died In Flora Township; Calis­
ta A. is tbe widow of A. A. ~Ieeker. In 1842, 
when George G" tbe only son, was about ten 
years old, the family moved from Chautauqua 
County, N. y" to "'inncbugo County, Ill., where 
they Ih'ed until the sllring of 1844. From Win­
nebugo County the~- removed to Boone County, 
settling ill Belvidere, where they Ih-ed about 

two years. Then Mr. Wbeeler took up govern­
ment land in Spring Township, on whieb he 
settled nnd mnde some improvements. There 
the family remained until 1853, when he sold 
his farm and removed to Flora Township, set­
tling on the farm now owned and occupied by 
Goorge G. Wheeler. There Lymnn Wheeler 
lived out his days and died nt tbe age of slxty­
six years_ His wife survived him until she at­
tained the age of seventy-eight years. 

. George C. Wheeler came to Illinois with his 
parents in 184-2 and to Boone County in 1844. 
He WIIS educated In common scbools and early 
learned tbe carpenter's trade, to which he de­
,'oted bis time exclns1\'ely for several years. 
Eventually he became interested in farming and 
stock-raising and bus become well known as an 
exponeut of tbose Interests. He married at 
Cherry Yallel:, Ill., November 3, 1802, Miss Helen 
M. Foster, a dnughter of Silas H, and Fannie 
(Smltb) Foster. Mrs.' Wheeler was born In 
"'arsaw, "T~-oming County, N. y" December 17, 
1841, wbere her father died. Her mother came 
to Illinois and died at Rockford. Of theIr ten 
children, :\1rs. 'Vbeeiel' was the ninth In order 
of hirth, Mr. find Mrs. George G. Wheeler bave 
had fire children: Arthur E., Chal'les 0., Robert 
n., Herbel't and Hettie Gl'ace, of ",lJom Robert 
n. und Herbel't are decenscd. Hettie Grace is 
the wife of Xci son Bl1l'ton. Since bis early 
mnllhood, :\11', Wbeeler has taken an active In­
tereRt in the affairs of his township, lIe has 
8m'eral times filled the office of Supervisor, has 
bc'Cn 1'0\Y\lship Asscssor and Hlgbway Commis­
sioner and bas been elected to difieren t scbool 
Offices, In all of thcse positions ser\'ing ably and 
faIthfully. His farm is one of tbe best improv­
ed aml most uttracti\'e In bis part of tbe town­
sbIp, cmbracing one bundred und sixty acres 
fitted out witb modern buildIngs, accessories and 
implements. Mrs. Wbeeler Is n devout and act­
iYe lUembel' of tlJe Cherry "ailey Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and for several years was 
presIdent of the Lad\(~s' Aid Society of tlJnt 
organization. 

Mr, Wbeeler's career plainly demonstrates tbe 
\'alue of character In the success of every-dny 
life. Early tL'ained to habits of Industry and 
taught tbat in e\-er~'thing bonesty is the best 
poliCy, he hns succeedcd because he has desen'ell 
success and ",on the respect of his fellow citi­
zen~ In a very marked degrce . 
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WHITMAN, Frank Spencer, M. D., physician 
and surgeon, of Belvidere, with residence at 
No. 218 South State Stract, and offices at No. 
420 South State Street, ,nIS born In Belvidere 
TownslJip, Boone County, September 27, 1840, 
a son of HIl'am and Clarillda (Hanchet) Whit­
man, the former of whom was an officer In the 
New York State i'.Iilitia. Until he entered the 
Unlvel'sity of Chicago in 1866, Dr. Whitman 
was educated in the Belvidere public schools 
and under a priYUte tutor. He entered the 
l!'reshmull class for the classicai course. Dur­
ing his junior year he left the University and 
COlllluenced teaching a district school In Belvi­
dere Township in the winter of 1868, and was 

'llrincipal of Roscoe High School (Winnebago 
County) In lSGO. Thc following year he COlll­
menced studying llIeulcine with Dr .• Tames K. 
Soule, of Belvidere, and In lS72 was gradu­
ated from Hahnelllann Medical College, Chi­
cago, wltb the degree of 1\1. D., and received 
tile addendum degrce of 1\1. D., from the Chi­
cago HOUlE'Opathlc Collcge in 1870. In IS72 Dr. 
"T11lt1l1an commenceu the practice of medIcine 
at Cedar Unplds, Iowa, hut on account of se­
vere und protracted siclmess In his family, was 
obliged to return to Belvidere, where he has re­
sldeu eyer since, successfully eugugu In the 
11l'actIce of his profession, with the excul1tIon 
or the 11erlod between Jnnuary j!:!, 18nO, to July 
1, lOOG, during which time he was Superinten­
dent of the Illinois Northern Hospitul for the 
Insane at Elgin, Ill. 

lIe has been fOl' eight years associate profes­
sor or lilental diseases In IInillJ(>lllann l\ledicnl 
College, Chicago. 

Dr. Whitman enlisteu in the Thirteenth Il­
linoiS, Fuller's Pl'O\'lsional Regiment, for Spall­
Ish-Americlln "'ur, and was nllllOlnted Surgeon­
Major of the same. The regiment was ne\'er 
,~:,lIed Into ser\·ice. Politically ile Is a Uepubll­
can and bas done yeoman service for Ills party, 
serving as Alderman of the city of Belvidere for 
two terms, and was elected l\layor for two con-
8~cutIve terms, but was forced to resign the 
office during Ills last term on account of 111 
health. For six years he was coroner of Boone 
County, and for the pnst twenty years has been 
a lllember from Roolle County of the Congres­
slollal COUllllitte(', and Is now chairman of the 
salllc. He wns alternate l1elegnte to the Nn­
tionnl Re[lllblican COllveution of lS!l::l, nnd Illnll~' 

times has been llelegnte to State nnd Congres-

slonal conventions. For eight years he was a 
member of the Board of Education of South 
Belvidere, and for four years president of the 
same. Socially he is a member of the .'Mar­
quette Club of Chicago, and the Century Club 
of Elgin. In addition to other public services, 
Dr. Whitman assisted in the organization of the 
People's Bank of Belvidere, and has been a di­
rector ancl vice-president of the same ever since 
Its organiaztion In 1880. As physician, public 
official and private citizen, Dr. Whitman has 
lived up to the highest Ideals and Is a man of 
sterling worth, thoroughly proficient In his pro­
fession and one whom hi!! fellow-citizens de­
lIght to honor. On January 20, 1875, Dr. Whit­
Illan married in Bonus, Ill., Frances C. Pier, 
who has been a worthy helpmect, and has been 
prominent in social circles, as well us .club !tnd 
c!\'ic matters. 

WIFFIN, Jeremiah, In duration of residence, 
one of the oldest farmers of Spring Township, 
Boone County, III., as he Is also one of the 
most thorough nnd substantial, and recognized 
liS a most worthy arid useful eltlzen of the com­
llllllllty, WIIS bom In the COUllty of Norfolk, 
J<Jngllllld, December 14, 18,10. Ills parents were 
Hobert anll Phoebe (Lawson) WIfHn, nutIyes of 
Englalld, the futher born In Norfolk and the 
moth£>r In Yorkshire. In 18uG they came to the 
United States, arriving In Boone County, III .. 
on Jnnullry 1st of that year, and locating III 

,Spring 'l'ownshlp, on the farm where the sub­
ject of thlR ~ketch now lives, the futher having 
hougl\t the place. On this farlll Robert Wlflln 
lliell at thc age of se"enty-elght years, his wife 
}lasslng awny when about eighty years oW. ~'bey 

had foul' chillll'en, ualllely: 1\Iury, who married 
'l'homlls 'l'heobolc1 anll died In \Vayne, Neb.; II 

(laughter who died III England lu girlhood; 
Jeremiah, and Lnwson who died at tbe age of 
eighteen yeurs on the Spring Township farm. 

Jeremiah Wlflin, the only survivor of the 
family, was sixteen yeurs old ,,:hen brought to 
this country by his purents and ~as lIved on 
the old homestead fifty-two years, devoting all 
of his lllature years to farming and stock-raising, 
with l)l'ofitahle results. He Is the owner of a 
"ery desll'llble fUl'lll of two hnndred and eighty 
ncl'(,s, the greater part of which Is Improved. 

:Mr. \YIliin was married in SI1rlng Township, 
011 :\£arch 1:1. 18j'j', to Alice Gooch, It ll:1tive of 
thc townsilip where her birth occurred, Octohel' 
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10, 1853. lIfrs. \\-itfin is a daughter of '.rhomas 
lind .Tane (Catchpool) Gooch, who came from 
England, sillgle, in the fall of 1852, und were 
married In Boone COUllty, settling in SIlring 
'l'ownshlp. Her father (Hell whell about seventy­
fiye years old, her mother vassing aWIlY when 
somewhat oyer sixty years of age. Their chil­
dren nUllIbered sC"en, of whom Alice was tlle 
eldest. 1111'. and lIfrs. Willin became the parents 
of four children, namely: Lawson R., ,Tane A., 
Herbel-t (who died In infancy), and Archibald 
E. 

Politically, 1111'. "'Win has always acted with 
thc Republican pal"ty, and has rendered good 
publlc services in the offices of Highway Com­
missioner' and· School Director. 

WINNE, Garrett F.-To I)e able to trac:e olle's 
Jlncage bark to nuc:('~tol"~ wllo Iw,'c liYed honor­
Hille, upright lives is a pleasure to allY man, !.Jut 
It is stili more of I< credit to 111m to be a!.Jle to 
reflect during his declllling years that he hm; 
never done nnything to detract from the luster ot 
the family name or to IJring dis('redit upon toose 
who cOllle after him. )lr. Garrett F. Wiune, 
!lOW JIving retired at Bt'h-1tlere, is all C'xnlupie 
of .iust such a mall. lIe waf; horn at Dethlelll:'l11. 
Albany Couut.,-, X. Y., .\/1ril 7, ]8:!7, a ~on of 
Francis and Susan (Ilogau) Winne. Frand,; 
was a son of .Adam Wllllle, who was a "Oil of 
Franz Winne, one of three brothers to come 
from Holland. Oue brotller settled at nethll~ 
bern, and Olle all toe )Johawl,. Franz seWell in 
the woods aud, on the site of lIis old residclll!i.'. 
Garrett F. "'inne was born. Franz and .Adam 
Winne spent their lives all this propert;l·, anrl 
onc of the sons of Frnncis Vi'iunC', Adam Winnl', 
oct'llpics the homestead. IIis ROil IIerbert ~tiil 

lives there aud has four liom5, who are of the 
sixth gcneration to live in that iJolIIC'. The 
whole estate is stili in the family n:lJllt'. TIll' 
nallJe '''inner also ("OIllCR from the ~:lllJe i"(1l11·l't'. 

Of the seven children born to l~rall('is aJl(I Snsan 
'VI nne, only Garrett F. Winne and one Sister ~nr­
"h'c, und she makes her hOllle on the lJ:Jnl;~ of 
tlle Hudson. The "-iune homestead Is (j "e 
miles west of the ril'er, alld eigbt miles from 
AliJany. One sister of Garrett F. 'Villne, CIII'I!;­
tina, lllarrlC'd a :'Ifr. "'illlle alld lil'ed at R('!I'i­
dere, but died in Towll. II~r I'on. Pr:ml, 'YiIlIlP, 
1I ,'C'R retired at flelddere. 

nn uncle, also named Gnrrett, lil'ed ill Spring 
'l'o\\"nship, Boone County, haYing come two years 
enl'lier. Mr. Wiune bongllt 240 ncres of lan!l 
in Spring TowushlJl at $12 per acre. ~'his was 
Jlrnil'ie lund bordered on tlle east by Sllattucl, 
Gro,·e. There \\"ere but few settlers in Booue 
COllnty at tllat time and tlley were scattered. 
His farm was six miles soutll of Belvidere, 
\vhlch then consisted of a group of a few houses. 
The railroad had not yet been bullt and Mr. and 
Mrs. Winne were certainly among the early 
]lloneers. He put u]l a little frume house 16x24 
feet, which he rejJlaced in 18G8 by what was then 
considered a "ery llandsome residence. From 
the beginning )Ir. Winne had a hard struggle. 
for lIe was forced to borrow money at u higb 
rate of interest. For ,rears he [laid ten per cent, 
lilld has paid as high as tllirt,l" per rent OIl slllall 
lonll~. He devoled hinlself to general farmillg 
::11(1 ueyer spared llimself, at last Lleing able to 
11:1)" off bis debts, und then his prospects grew 
bri;:l!ter until lIe Is now accounted a "ery well­
to-do lIlan, owning his fnrm, Ills haudsome hOll1e ' 
011 Xorth State Street in Beil'idere, which he 
erected in 18DO, and another residence which he 
rents. ITe retired from the farm In lSH1, al­
thongh tile family hnd l)eCll !iring in Belviden' 
for three years Ill'ior to that time, to give tbe 
children the ndY:tntages of better schools. 

In September, ]8:';0, he wm; mnrried to Estill.'.­
Kendall of Albany CountJ', who died Xoyellllier 
~O, ]00:';, after they hnd lieell married fifty-tl,·c 
~·p!lrs. Two sonR and one daughter were bam to 
theJII: Frnllcis A., now on the homestead; fIo-
1I1(~r K. 'Winne, 11[, D., who was H gl'adu:tte of a 
)Jpdlcal College, and lived at Clinton, lawn, 
where he ",as k!lled by We street cars April U, 
JI)KJ, aged twellt.r-three yearR a1l(1 six 1ll0uthH; 
IIl1d Esther L.,· died at the age of three year~. 
:'1[1". :lJId )11"1'. \\,inne a(lopted au infuut, Sarah 
;lIo~R. lIud cuneated iJer as olle of their Oll·U. She 
is nt present ARsistant Libl':lri:1JI in the l'nblie 
LilJml"Y, nnd is a ulllsiclan :lnd ml'lIIiJer of the 
(")lI1il". 

~Ir. "'iune was reared a Dl'1I10cr:lt LlUt becauw 
a Republiean with r,jll('oill. nnd for. twent~'-live 

years has IJeC'u a Prohibitionist nnd rer~' active 
ill telJlpcl"Unce work. Iu Inter years he has beell 
IIJ'ollJinent on Ow Xorth Si(1(" and has seHed ns 
(h'lp;,;atC' to Im'al :Iss()eia tion:;. COIl\'('rtC'(] in II 
sl·llOolhollf;e l"('viYnl IJ1I'('tin~. :\fJ". \\"il1l)(' jolllP(1 

Gan'ett F. Vi'inue was 1'(,:1l'cd on thl' hOIIl('st\'ncl, t'ill' Baptist (,hnl'ell, of wlli('11 hl~ wift' was 1I1~(l 
ann In tlle fall of 1&)-1. Crlllle to I1lillols wllere a 1I1('mill'I·. For thirty rl':tl'~ Ill' lias been a D('a-

" . 
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con of it ana for many years !Jus taug a Bible 
class in the Sunday School. He is ne of the 
oldest members of the church on th Xorth Si(lc. 

Ing of !Jumunity, and lle is a rna of w!Jom noth­
Ing but good can be said. 

Among the cherished posse: Ions of ~Ir. Wlnue 
is an oil-painting of Frnnz rlnnc, painted \vhcn 
he wns eighteen ycars 0 nge n11(l brought by 
him to Americn. It hu in the old bomcstend, 
but was giYen to )11'. 
most yalned heirloom. 

WITBECK, .John ., formcrly one of the most 
extcnsh·e fnrmers of Flora TOWllShip, Boone 
County, Ill., but of recent years a wealthy and 
prominent citizen of Beh'idere, liYing In retire­
ment, was born at Atilens, Greene Connty. X. Y., 
l!~ebruary 10, JS42. Ilis father, Isaac T. Wit­
beck, a native of the snme place, married )Ii­
rnnda 011(leI'l10nk, and their falllily consisteu of 
four cblldren, namely: Tunis, John L., Abra­
ham 0., nnd Mnry Jane, wbo died in infancy. 
Isaac '.r. Witbeck liycc1 in Athcns. X. Y., until 
]S;:;:3, when he 1ll0yell to ChicllgO, and went 
Into the busincss of manufactul'ing cllrriages, 
wugolls and agriculthral implelllents in connec­
tion with tbe firlll of H. Witbeck & Co., a leall­
Ing concern of Chicago in this line. .About foul' 
ycars later, on account of III health, he left 
ehicngo, moving to Boone County, where he 
Iiought a farm In Flora Townshill, llll!l thcre 
I'£'mnlned until hi,:; rCllloral to BelYidere, which 
wns his hOllle for the relllnI1ll1l'l' of his IIf('. lIe 
"'as n jlrominent citizen, being one of tbe orig­
inal directors In the First and Second Xational 
Banks, while his son, John L. Witbeck, Is Vice­
President of the First National Bank and a 
director of both the First and Second Xatlonul 
Banks. Politically a Hepublicnn, Isaac T. Wit­
beck held the office of Superl'isor In Flora TOWIl­
ship. 

John L. ·Witbeck attended school in Xew York 
State, In Chicago and Belvidere, and has the 
advantage of a commercial course at Bryant & 
Stratton's Business College In Chicago. In 
enrly munhood he located on the homestead In 
Flor I 'l'ownship, and remained there until his 
removal to Belvlderc, whore he bas since lived 
retired from uct!ye life. He was one of the 
leading farmers In his ~ection of the country, 
owning a large acreage, anll breeding high-grade 
stock of various kinds . 

I-
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In 1804 )11'. Witbeck mlu'l'led :I[nrietta Olttey, 
borll in Girard: )Iich., a daughter of Daniel '1'. 
Olney, of Saratoga, N. Y. D. T. Olney, a na­
tin? of Xel\' York, mnrried Adelia Ames, a na­
th·e of Vermont. 'l'hey moved to ~I1chigan at 
an early day. The Ames and Olney families 
were alllong the very early settlers of Boone 
County, and were jlrominent in its development. 
~1r. Olney died In Belyic1ere at the age of fifty­
on(', while his ",ic1ow still sllrl'ives, at the ad­
nlllced age of cighty-fiye, In Waho, I1Ying with 
her daughters. )1r. and ~1rs. Witbeck have had 
children as follows: :'IIay, who mnrried Jesse 
'YhceIHnd; Olney, AIIcc, Ethel, and Isaac T. 
Politically: )11'. "Witbec);: hns supported the jlrin­
('illleR Hnc1 camlil1ates of the Hepubliclln !1Ilrtr, 
nnll while not :1II oflice seekpr hns· been pl'ollli­
Ilent in local atTairs. Ile has b(,1'11 a man strictly 
honest and upright, a lllall who scorned it wrong 
deed, nnd who has always iJeen found on the 
side of right. Such a. citi:;:en as )Ir. WI tbeck clln 
not be etlRiI~· replaced, and the city of Belvidere 
owes hinl n d.cbt for the excellent example he 
h:11'; always set his neighbo\'s, and thr ldndly In­
tl'l'('ourse he has 111ailltnille!1 with thl'111. 

WITT, Isaac Newton, retired from bus i­
lI£'SS ncU,·lty in It pleasant hOllie lit Beh'i­
dere. is a representntive of a family that came 
fl'0111 1~llgllllj(l to Xew I~ngland at an carly day. 
'l'Iw patl'I'nal great-grunuparents of ~Ir. ,V itt 
were Ahn('l' nll(l :'IIollic (Uowlanll) Witt, the 
t'orlllCI' horn in ]~nglaud In 17;:;n, a son of Thomas 
Witt. who p:lltieipnted in the Itevolutionary 
War lind {lieLl from injnries received in battle. 
On the matl'rnnl sl{le the ancl!stl'Y wus Dutch. 
Charles F. Witt. father of Isnac Xewton 'Vltt, 
was hol'll in IIa1l1p:'>hire County, ~Iuss., Sep­
tcmb('r 11, 1811, a son of 'l'homas nud Electa 
(Cole) Witt, who were both natives cf Hamp­
shire County. Electa Cole was born in 1701 
and died in Schuyler County, IlL, In 18-13, aged 
fifty-two yenrs. 'l'holl1as "'Itt died in the same 
county at the age of. eighty-four years. Charles 
F. was the eillest of thcir eleven children. 
Wlwn eighteen years of agc be went to Boston, 
mal for four years thereafter drove Il stage­
coach between Boston and Bra Weboro, Yt., nnd 
worked III a tnvern. In 1S:~3 he secllred u tract 
of gov£'rn111cnt ti111ber lanll, In )IllComb Connty, 
~Iich., but ill JS:{S reUlo"ed to Ohio, where he 
opera tell a hotel. one of his bonrllers beillg 
Ul1thcrford B. Hayes, thcn a stullent at Kenyon 
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College. This vcnture dill not prove remunera­
tive and ile came to Illinois in 1842. He has 
been known to assert that, at that period of his 
life, he had the sum of tllree dollars us his sole 
capital, and gladly, accepted the chance to split 
rails at fifty cents per hundred. He cultivated 
a farm and marketed his produce at Chicago and 
Green Buy, both distant points, generally com­
missioned by Inland merchants to bring back 
goods for their trade. Energy, prudence and 
integrity brought tlJeir reward, and he became 
on~ of the leading men of his community. His 
political I'iews made him a Jacksonian Demo­
crat, a Willg and, in later years, a Republican. 
For sixteen years he was Associate Jndge of 
Boone County; for eight years served as Justice 
of the Peuce, and for nine years was Supen'isor 
of Spring Township. In 1830 Ile mal'1'ied Eiiza 
A. Brown, who was born in Wasllington County, 
N. Y., February D, 1814, and they had nine ehil­
dren. Mrs. Witt died December 23 ,]883, and 
Mr. Witt on NOl'ember 20, 1892, when Boone 
County lost a most worthy citizen. 

Isaac Newton 1Vitt was born in Spring TOW11-
ship, Boone County, Ill., October 2i, 18-10. His 
iJoyhood was spent In Spring Township, wilere 
he olJtaincl1 a COllllllon school educa tion, a ttend­
ing neighborhood schools before the day of the 
free schools .. He was reared to agricultural pur­
suits from boyllood and engaged in general farm­
ing until he retired from business actil'ity and re-
1I10l'ed to Belvidere in November, 1000. Feb­
ruary 21, 18iO, Mr. '1'itt was married (first) to 
Sarah Jane Cushman, who was born December 
D, 1848, in Flora Township, where llCr parents 
settled in 1830. Her [utller, Henry Harrison 
Cushman, was born in Maine in 1814, and her 
mother Sarall (Bateman) Cushmun, in New 
York in ]818. Mr. '1'itt was married July ]2, 
1005, to Altha Pllnt Pie!. Her parents were 
David A. and Sarah C (Hill) Flint, tht' formPl' 
of wbom wus born in l\Iichlgan and died in the 
Ciyil 'Val', being a IJientenant in COJllpany H, 
~I\'enty-second ·Wisconsln I nfltlltl'S. :\Irs. Plint 
was born in New York. In politics :Ill'. Witt is 
a Republican, and, while he resided in Flora, 
was Road Commissioner. He is a member of 
the Order of Modern Woodmen, and Ile and 
Mrs. Witt are members of the Knigllts and 
Ladies of Security, she being the Lodge Secret­
ary and Local Deputy. 

WOOD, Wales' Wallace, A. B., of Belvidere, 

Boone COUllt)', Ill., lawyer in actire llradit:e 
sinte 18UO, fonuer Judge of tile County Court 
of Boone County. Adjutant of tile Xinety-fifth 
Hegiment, Illinois Yolunteer Infantry, and at one 
time Assistant Adjutant-General on staff dutj' 
during tile war of 18Ul-1805, was born in the 
town· of Hinsdale, Cattaraugus County, ~. Y., 
April 25, 183i. His parents were Emory and 
Permelia C:Harsh) Wood, and he comes of good 
old New England stock. The family !Jistory 
dates back to Thomas Wood, wllo was born in 
England in 1035, and came to tile Colonies in 
1043, settling on tile plautation at Rowley iu 
the Colony of Massachusetts. From him came 
.Tosiah 'Yood, and frol11 the latter Captain Emory 
Wood, the soldier and patriot of the Coionial 
wars and tile Hel·olution. He was Judge ,rood's 
great-grandfather, and Ilis son, Wheelock 'Yood, 
married Lydia Seymour, daugllter of 'Yilliam 
Seymour of Norwalk, Conn., and a descendant 
of Ricllard Seymour of Hartford, 1030, wllo WIIS 

a grandson of Sir Edward Seymour, first Duke 
of Somerset and Lord Protector of England dur­
ing the minoritj' of Edward VI. Permclia 
:lfarsll, the motller of Judge Wood, was a daugh­
ter of RO~'ai :lfarsll and ~lloL1a Hilliard, and a 
f!;rnndda\l~htcr of John Hillial'll of Danhy, Yt., 
wlJo lI'as a direct descendant of Hugh HillinI'd of 
Salem, Mass. (]U;30), wllo later settled at Danby. 
Colonel Emory Wood became a resident of fIim;­
dale in 181 i, purcllasing consiclerable real es­
tate there und in its vicinity. Before settling 
in Hinsdale be ilad taken an actlYe part in the 
War of 18]2, enlisting at the age of fifteen as 
a fifer, and in September, 1812, marched froll! 
Gainesville, X. Y. to Lewiston. At thc expira­
tion of Ilis term of enlistment lor thrcc montbs, 
he returned borne. In tile sUlllmer of 1813, ile 
again took tile field as a substitute, and in July 
of tilut year was taken prisoner at Black Rock 
:md sent with other prisoners of war to Halifax:, 
where he was detain cd as prisoner of wat' until 
June, 1814, wilen he was released. Heturning 
to Ilis home in Gainesl'ille, ile again, in Sep­
tember, 1814, joined the New York Yolunteers 
that· were tllen organizing on tile Holland Land 
Purcilase for the relief of Fort Erie; mu rclled 
with them to the front, and on September lith, 
was captured in battle by the l~nglish a second 
time, and held prisoner until the close of thc 
war, Colonel 'Yood WIIS a jlrollJincnt mUll dur­
ing the early days, was the first ll1ercilunt and 
first Postmuster of Hinsdale, served us Snper-
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visor, ~'own Clerk, aml Justice of the Peace, 
and was Colonel of the Two-lllllldreu allll Twen­
ty-sixth negular New York Infantry (Illilitia.) 
'l'owards the close of the war of 1812, Colonel 
'Yood, being then a prisoner at Halifax, it was 
the Intention of his captors to take him to Eng­
land, but hostilities ceasing, he was landed at 
Boston, and from there started to walk to 
Gainesville, and traveled oyer the road his 
grandfather, Emory Wood, had assisted to build 
by contract, the Boston and Hartford turnpike. 
lleaching the old "Spring Tavern" about thirty 
miles from Boston, he found he was alllollg 
relatiYes, who urged hilll to remain with thelll; 
but as he was anxious to reach hOllie, he insist­
ed on continuing and eventually reached Gailles­
yille. 

'Yilliam H. W90d, who was graduated with 
the Union College Class of 1844, and who died 
in 1nOO, was a brother of Judge Wood. Olle 
brother, Staley N. Wood, was appointed one of 
the Assessors for New York State under Gro\"er 
Cleveland, and was a prominent Democratic 
stump speaker throughout the State. He lIOW 
resides at Hinsdalc . 

Judge Wood was givell tile benefit of a good 
academic and collegiate education, in 184d at­
tending tile Hinsdaie AcadeulY uuder l'rof. O. 
W. Gibbs, and in 18·1(j was a student in tile 

. HInsdale District Sclloo!. He prepared for col­
lege in the Ellicottville District Union SclIool, 
frol11 1850 to 1852 being under Prof. Havens. and 
uuder Prof. Luther Lowell, botll of :\Iidlllebury 
College, "t. He entered GelJ('see College, Lima, 
X. Y., and attended the ]freshnlllll and Sopho­
IlIOl'e years, 1853-4, and tben transferred to 
Union College, taking the classical course, and 
graduating In 1857 with the degree of Artillln 
Bacca/al/rolls, and was elected to the Phi Beta 
Kappa, thus Indicating his proficiency and 
standing us a stu den t. In tbe fnll of 1857 he 
came to Belvidere, and read law two years in 
the oflice of Fuller & Wooll, the junior partner 
being un elder brother of Judge "'ood, and n 
grnduate of Union College, Class 1844, Phi Beta 
Kappa. In the winter or 185D-UO, Judge Wood 
was admitted to practice. Then tbe firm of 
Wood, Thompson & "'ood was organized, nnd 
so continued until the summer of 1802, when 
Judge Wood enlisted as a 11rivnte in Company 
G, Ninety-fifth Illinois Yoiunteer Infantry, and 
was soon commiSSioned Adjutant of the regi­
ment. Before long he was detniled to staff duty, 

actin;; as Assistant Adjutant-Genernl uuring the 
Siege of Vicksburg and during the battle of 
Xasin·ilIe. He was also at the Siege of Spanish 
~'ort, near Xew Orleans, tlllll Fort Blakely, near 
:\10bile, Ala. He was mustered into service 
September 4, 1802, amI honornbly discharged 
August 10, 1865. 

Returning to his home in Belvidere, :\11'. Wood 
resumed practice, and ever since has been one 
of the most prominent figures in the civil and 
political history of his part of Illinois. ]for 
llIany years he was one of the Trust!?es of the 
incorporated town of BelYiclere; City Attorney 
for tile city of Belvidere; i.\laster In Chaucery 
for se\'eral years; State's Attorney several 
terms; and County Judge of Boone County ten 
years, hoiding court part of the time in Chi-
cago. 

In the social life of Ilis locality he has taken 
an active part; has been twice elected <-,ow­
llIander of Hurlbut Post, No. 164, G. A, R., of 
which lie has been a member ever since its es­
tablishment; also a member of Lodge No. 60. 
.\.. F. & A. :\f., of Belvidere. In his college days 
he was a member of Genesee Lyceum of Ge­
nesee Collpge, 18fi3-54, and at Union College 
Ileid membership in the Philoma thenn SOCiety, 
18GO-57; in Theta Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa 
l<Jpsilol1, J8G7; and was electeu to Phi Beta 
Kappa in 1857. Altllough at the outbrem, of thoi! 
war a Douglas Democrat, he has since been 
iclentifietl with the llepubllcan party, amI has 
been acti\'e in campaigning and has served' many 
times ns delegate to Couuty and Stnte Con­
\·cntions. He is u public speaker of grea,t elo­
quence, and is frequentiy called upon to orate 
upon distinguished oCCllsions, In 18GO he de­
livered the commeucement addre!.'S before tbe 
Genesee Lyceum at Genesee College, lind since 
tben has delivered addresses ;1t various places 
upon Independence Day, Memorial Dny, and at 
reunions and camp fires. Soon after the war 
he wrote a history of his oW regiment, and hns 
contributed many army reminiscences to the 
"~atlonal Tribune," 'Washington, D. C. 

On June 15, 1800, Judge Wood married Allee 
Emily HUlllphrey, by whom be had olle daugh­
tel', Gertrude Carrie 'Vood, now deceased. 

WOODRUFF, Harriet M., ",lelow of Cllarles 
,Yoodruff, for many ycnrs [1 weil known ctll'l'illge 
maker of BelYidere, IiI., is one of the worthiest, 
most useful lIud most highly esteemed among 
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the old residents of the city. Mr. Woodruff 
was born at Orwell Hill, Bradforll County, Pn" 
February 2, 1834, and died in Beh'idere Decelll­
bel' 17, 18D3. His marriage to Harriet :lIu~'­

nard tool;: lliace at Rome, Pa" at the age of 
twenty-one years. Mrs. Woodruff is n niece of 

. Hiram ~Iaynard, one ·of the pioneer settlers of 
Rockford, Ill., and a natil'e of the ,last nallled 
town. Charles 'VoodrutI had serYed an ap­
prenticeship at the carriage making trade when 
he callie to :lIorrison, Ill.. in 1804. After living 
four years there he moved to Belyitlere, aITh-­
Ing in February, 18G9. His three uncles, Le­
man, 'Reed, and Kellogg Woodruff. had located 
in Beh'ic1ere In ]Jioneer dnys, and Lcman and 
Kellogg Woodrntr were residents of the town 
nt thnt time. Heed "'oodrllt'f was 10llg in the 
drug business on tile XOl'th Side. Lelllan owned 
II fine farm on Squnw Prairie. Kellogg, who 
was a gold-seekel' in California in 184D, reIllO\-­
ed to Dakota and died there. Ernest Wood· 
ruff, the only child of Leman Woodruff, is no\\' 
residing in Rocl'ford. Charles \Yoodrllff W:lS 

fOI' foul' years ill partnership ",itll .T. r. Wing, 
nnd in company with 'Villiam Duwsoll started 
a carriage'shop on tlIC Soutll Side, In Beh'iden', 
and continuec1 In that C'OIlIlt'ction :IS 10llg as his 
health llermltted. In :lIarcil, lS'IS, :\II'~, \\'00(1-
ruff opcnec1 tlle well known "\Voodrllff House" 
wllere she acconuno<iated ~e\'enty·f1\'e boarders 
per da~', and eonducted the place until :\Inrch, 
lO07-t"'enty-nine yen rs, Will'lI slle sold the 10-
ration to the Government 1'01' a ])ost-oflice site, 
disposing of tile building to Pptcr It. Kennedy. 
She still has two of her old tillle boarders, 
Clarence Eldredge, who has been \"itlt Itpl' for 
eighteen ~'ears, and n :'III'. Kettler, who has 
!Joal'ded fil'tHen ~'e:ll's in her bouse. Few women 
In Belvidere han~ undergone more harel work 
than the subject of this sketch_ 

Two children wel'e born to :Ill'. anc1 :III'S. 
Woo c1ruff, Grace L., wllo died of consulllPtion, 
at Asheville, N. C., and TAl lll'n , who is the wife 
of Arthur De Bell, aud lives with her mother. 
Anothel' member of the falllily is Anna :'lIon roe, 
wllo has Jlved with 111's. \Yoodmff since her 
childhood. In religiOUS faith, :\1rs, Woodt'UtI. 
was reareu a uni\'ersallst, and still retains 
her connection with that churcll. 

WOODS, J. H.-BelYidere, Boone County, Ill., 
is one of the thriving cities of Central IllinoiS 

which supports withiu its oorc1el's lIl:lny iuelus­
tries and shelters llllUJY heautiful hOllies find sub· 
~tantial business IJOuses. Perhaps it is as well 
known, hU\\"e\-er, for the thrift and enterprise 
of its :business men, who Ilave not only firmly 
establislled its prestige as a center of activity 
for the contiguous telTitory, but have also built 
up for themselves excellent relmtations as reli· 
able nnd trustworthy exponents of commercial 
life. Among them is J. n. Woods, whose finely 
equipped I i \'(~ry stables are known throughout 
Boone Countr, and jlre cOll\'enlently located on 
Logan Avenue, where he carries on a large 
business in buring anel selling horses, as well as 
operates a boarding and renting establishment, 
ha\'ing at all times a fnllllne of excellent lJOrses 
for all lllu'poses anel carriages of e\'ery kind, 
drin'Il !J~' r<'i']lonsible men. 

~Ir. ',"oods wns born at Washington, Pa., :lIar 
W, 1847, a son of William and Amelia C. 'Voods. 
When he was eigbt ~'~ars of nge he was brought 
to a farm in l!'r:tnklin Township, De Kalb 
Counn', Iii., where he resided until his advent 
in Beh'ldere about se\'enteen years ago. La· 
catlng ill this city, ~rr, 'Voods formed a part· 
nership for the [ltlrpose of uperating a !i\'eIT 
busincsH, but in 18!);) purchased his partner's 
interest and hns since conducted the cstabll:;h· 
lllellt alone, meeting with a justly deser\'ed suc­
cess. 

On Janl1fll'~' 1, lSGS, ~Ir. Wood~ married ~fiss 
:\IarIlla Shannon of Flora, Ill., and they IIn\'e 
two children: ClnrcnC'e II. :lJld Bertha A. In 
politics Mr. Woods is a R<'lltlblicnn nnd has 
~el'\'et1 Oll the School Bonrr1 thirt~cn years, and 
as n membcr of the City CouncIl for four years. 
He is a ]lubl ic-slliritec1, generous-hearted man, 
who has friends throughout the county, and he 
and his famil~' reside in the beautiful home on 
Pearl Street, where the~' make all welcome. 

WRIGHT, Judge Robert Williams, Juelge of the 
Se\'ellteenth .Tucliciai Circuit, and one of the 
most llOnored membel's of Bench and BUI', is a 
great InwYe!' and a great j11l1ge, for he IIns 1\ 

hll'ge legal knowledge, wide experience, tile ju­
dicinl temperament, ullsullied integrity anc1 a 
high sense of bonoI'. While not a lllan to push 
his o\\'n interests, he blls held lJIany of tile most 
important legal positions within the gift of the 
people of his county, and he has alwnys rcpl'e­
sentec1 tIle best and higbest ill his profession. 
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He has neyer tuken an unfail' adnllltuge, always 
uniting the graces of the gentleman with the 
profoUlld knowledge of tbe trained lawyer and 
judge, and ill many res[lects he ii:i the leader of 
the Belvidcre bar, 

Judge 'Yright was horn in Belvidere, Ill., July 
10" 1862, a son of Olllar H, and Helen (Yl'il­
Iiams) ""right. On his father's side of the house 
,Judge Wright is tl direct descendant from Cap­
tain John Ptlul Jones, and from Cnptnin ,Tohn 
Hurt on tbe mother's side, the latter being one 
of the oflicers of the Coioniai arm~', and his 
tleeds lire on record in the Colonial history of 
Connecticut, A brother of Judge Wright, Omur 
H, "'right. Jr" is [Jl'esident or t.he Seco!l(l Xa­
tional Bank of Beil'itlere, tllid a leading coal 
and lumber merchant. 

On :.\Iarch 11, ]S8;:;, Jmlge ""right nlUrrietl ftla 
B, Osbol'll, of Cl1alllllaign, Ill.. and they h:n'e 
t\\'o chiltlren: Helen Wright a11(1 Robelt Williams 
"'right, ,Tr, He is a Republican in Iloiitical 
faith, and has been highly honored hy bis party, 
After gradua tillg from the Beil'iderc lligh School 
and the IlIillOi~ f>tate Cllil'ersity, ,JlHlge ,,'right 
returlled to Bt'iI'idt'rc, alld while stlltlyin;.: la\\' 
with his fathl'r, 0, 11. "'I'ilOht, he hegllll to takl' 
an intere~t ill politics, fn Decl'llIber, IS8:J, hp 
was :1I1lUittctl to the Bal' aml cntel'ell at Oll('e 
upon a genel'al Ilractice, in \\'l1ich he SOOIl Ill:ltle 
hilll~l'lf felt, for the following ),C'm', in XO\,(~Ill­

llPl', ill' was l'iected St:1 te's .\ ttomcy of Boolle 
Couuty, alltl re-eieclell in ]SSS, lS!):! :llld IS!)O, 

alltl declillpll thl! I1ollliIlntioIl ill 1!)(~), lIe was 
appoilltell COI'POI':ltiOIl Couwwl of the ('ity of 
Bell'idl)re whl'n thnt offee was en'ated. :11111 hl'ili 
it hy Ht1l'l'eH~h'c ap[lointUll'utH t'l'Olll .\I'ril l;J, 
18!)±, until he resigned in ]!)Ol. In .Tunt', lOUa, 
he wus eleeted Judge of tile Sel'enteenth ,Judicial 
Circuit, cOlllprising Winnebago, Boone, :\I('lIenr,\' 
nnd Luke Counties, and still occupies that high 
position, His ollices al'e COl1\'enien tlJ' iornted 
at Xo, 405 South State Street, Bell'iderC'. whilp 
his residence, the most beautiful one in the ('it,I-, 
is at ~o, 1017 ~ol'th Stllte Street. .Tudge Wright 
is a member of the Chicago Athletic AssociatioIl, 
He is an Episcopaliall, 

Alwuys n man of pl'ogressh'e ~Jlirit, .T11l1gl' 
Wright lias lieen. I'er~' actire in :le(;urillg IH'o[ll'r 
l!'gislation for Rpll'idC'l'l" IlIlll hm~ heell Olle or 
the eit,\"s fOl'l'mo~t lIlPll ill C'I'C' 1',1' II':l~', '1'('stpll 
loy C\'er~' stnl1l1al'll, ,rl1I1~t' \\'I'ight i,; :1 111:111 or 
unusual nhilit,l' :lIlll :1 1:l1I',\'l'1' :111l1 jllllgl' with rl~\\' 

peers undno "uperiol'~ ill his part ol' the Stnte, 

, 

YAW, Albert J" (deceased), for many years 
successfully engaged in the elmg business in 
Belvidere, III., was borll at Xew L~'l1le, near 
Clel'el:lIlll, Ohio, Juiy 11, IS:J2, In early life 
he was a COllllllel'(;ial trnl'eler, Hllll wus also fOl' 
a tillle engnged in th(' dry-goods trutle, On 
coming to Illinois .in 1872. he first located at 
Freeport, mOl'ing thence to "'inuebngo, and 
finnlly to Belridere, where he gnined the reputa­
tion of being a ,'ClT skillful llruggist, a business 
man of superior abilit,r and high iutegrity and 
a conscientious und dutiful citizen, He started 
in the drug business in partnership with L, C, 
Lewis oC Belvidere, hut subsequently opened a 
pharmal'Y of his own, whidl he l'onllucteu alone 
until uenr the tillle of his decease, Ile \I'm; a 
director of the l'eopll"S Bank of Belritlel'\' aml 
:l lllember of the oflil.'lal board of the :\Iethodist 
Church, AI though gE'utle in 1Il:1111lcr. ;\1 r, Ya II' 
"'US true to his convictions and firm in his COll­
('eptioll of the right. Frail in physillue, as a 
result of illne,~s suffered in prel'ious ~'l'!lrS, he 
WIlS forcl'Cul in Illentality nnd chal'aetl'r allll 
hi~ admiral,le qualiti('~ '1'011 for hitn thp Ilc\'p 
1'(>~j1ect and l'ol'lliai rl'gal'll of a hOHt of fricnll,;, 

011 ,Tunuar~' 27, ]Sli., ;\11', Yaw wa:-; Ullitl'll ill 
marriage, at Darlington, "-is.. with .1ulictta 
Perkins, anLl their uuion \Vus hlessC'd with t,,'o 
children, l~nlllla pIrs, W, L, \Vynl:lll), no\\' de­
ceHsNI; :tlJ(1 JIomer, of Chicngo, The tle:lth of 
the fathl'r Ol't:Ul'l'('tl on .July 7, ]!lO1. 

Fraterllall,l', :.\It" Yaw was a ellal'tl'l' lllclllhcr 
or the Sinnissippi Council of the B 0,1': I I ,\rc:a­
lIUIlI, 

YONTZ, Josephine, Willoll' of Ilelll'~' Yontz, 
Beil'idlo'n', BOOUl' Count,\', Ill" hm' an illtcrl'st­
ing family hi~torr \\'hieh is touch('d upon ill a 
lJiogra[lhieal ~kcteh of Bioll B. Smith. her SOll­
in,l;1\\', wilil'll appeal'S on another page of this 
\\'ol'k, She was born in Belriderlo'. February 0, 
J84:::, a daughtet' of 1. B, Ullll Adeline (Foltz) 
White, 1Jl'I' fnth('l' was :t nath'c of Trenton, 
~, ,T" anll hC'r mother of Fayettevi]](', Ononllugu 
County, X, y" their marriage tnldug plaee ill 
1840 in Bell'illere, Ill.. wlJitlJer she had come in 
il~as with :'\fr, and :.\11'8. Albert X'('lly, wholll she 
i:all known in thl' East ntHl whose hOllse she 
Il'ft as n hride ut the nge of twenty ycnrs, 

I. H. "'ilite hall Il'nl'lletl thC' C:lI']lC'ntC'r's tl':Hl(' 
ill Ohio, allll h(' follo\\'C'll It 1'1'0111 1~::!) lllltil hi,; 
(It'atil, anl'l' l'ightcl'l1 )'l':1I''; M 111:11'1'il'11 life, at 
the age of forty-six year~, ~Ir, nnd ;\Ir~, White 
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bact passed the j'ears of their marriage together 
in BelYidere, and there were born theil' children, 
Ernest and Josephine, Some years afterward, 
!lIrs, White married Abel Tanner, who died in 
lIeh'idere aged seventy-eight ~'enrs, after fifteen 
years of their married life. During much of 
his life Mr. Tanner was a farmer in Flora 
Township, but in his declining years he operated 
a furniture store with :Frank Connell, his grand­
son, as a partner, 

Ernest White became a farmer in DeKallJ 
County. EventuaJ1~-, after having become 11 wid­
ower, he retired to Bel\'idere to liye with his 
1lI0ther, who died in the spring of ]002, aged 
l'ighty-two years. He survived her two years, 
dying in 1001, in the fifty-first year of his age. 
:lfr8, "'hite-THuner was one of the constituent 
members of the first Methodist l~llisCOlltll 

Clltlrch organized iu the Yicinity of her home, 
and at the time of her death was oue of the olll· 
est Methodists in that section of the couutry. 
Het' daughter, ,ToscplJine, married Henry Yontz, 
August 31, 1802, ~Ir, Yontz was born near Ita· 
\'ennu. Ohio, He reeeh'es further mcntion ill the 
lIiogrnphic:tl sketch al.loye referred to, His wife 
lIore him three chilllt'en: IRa )1., is ;\lr8, Bion 
B, ~lIlith, of Flam 'J'o\\'Jl~liijl; Edgur E, Yontz 
is in the clllplo," of the :\':1 tioual Sewing ~Ia· 

c:!Jillc Comp:lJlY or Bell'illere; Daisy A" married 
.T, .1, ,,-,I tts and is a ll1eml)er of her motller'x 
household, Adelille (Foltz) White-Tunnel' aud 
her brothel'. George Foltz, were, in the maternal 
line, descended from the family of Deymou th, 
represented on the passengcr list of the ;\Iay­
flowcr, tilelr mother's family nallle haYing been 
D('ymouth, George Foltz brought to Bel"iderc 
the fil'St se\\'ing 1Il1lc:l.Jine en'!" S(!('11 ill til:! t to\\-n. 
and it was llurchnsell b~' \\,pill & Glnssnel', 
inilors. lIe !llso IJrougbt to Bel\'idere the first 
Inlitting machine eyer seen tllere, 

MAY, Ezra (deceased), one of the early set­
tlers of Beh'Wel'e, Ill., n IJI'oSll('ron,~ )ll('rc:h:l1lt 
!lnd miller, umI ultilllntel~' an nille financier, 

scning as President of the Second Nutional 
Bank, of Belviderc, \\'as born in Phillipslmrg, 
near ;\IOl1treal, Canada, No"e;nber 0, 1813, He 
\yns of EI1g1isil ancestry, an earlier Ezra ;\In~' 

ilaving come to America before the ReYolutionary 
'War, scttling at Gosilen, ;\Iassnchusetts. CalYin 
"'lay, father of the subjeet of this sl'etch, was a 
gr[lduate of Yale College, wilo studied medicine 
1\11(1 was 011e of. the enrly residents of Phillips­
IJUJ'g, He JlJarried ;\Inry Hyatt, who died nt 
Cherry "nlley, IlL, he baYing died in Canada 
ill 1828. 

1'be boyhood of Ezra ~Iay was passed in 
l'hillipsburg, where he was first enl1110yell on 11-

farm and rtftel'",anls at ~t'llt'ral work, In ]830 
he went to ~Ii('hi,:::nll Cit~', TlIll" in c\llIllo,\' of 
the C:O\'C'\'IIIlH'nt, allll ill ~InY, 18:)0, relllo\'C'11 tu 
\\'illltellllgo COllnty, Ill., 1)(,(,oll1iu~ a f;ql1:!th'I' 
011 gOI'l'I'JJJI1['lIt l:lJId ill Clwl'l'y \'all(',I- TO\\'IIl-ihip. 
He built a log ('alii 11, alill Oil Fcul'lJaJ','- 24, 1840, 
"'HS married to LOI'i~a ~rar, of Xew York, 
After lil-illg a ~'('ar 011 his fal'111 110 locatecl at 
D('ll'itl('l'c', tlll'I'l' [,lIgngill~ ill mN'C'rtlllile IHlSlllt'f;S. 
For ~e\'{'l'al Yl'nr;; he ~01t1 l!ooll~ [Ina [llso oper­
nt('ll a Hour 111 ill, Lat('r lie ('lItcret! into the 
\I:l11kiJ:.::: \ln~ill(,I"~, :Jlll1, ill l~!)O, wns ele('t(,ll 
T!1'('siclpllt or tl1(' ::-;[,l'Ollll XatioJJal Dallk of 
nl'll'ill('I'(', I [p was n 1lJ:t1l or ~nll('rior husiness 
nhilit~' ,\llli nlllll>,:;pd a ynhl1tllll.' pl'opcrty, :';UC­
('e('(lill,::: ~()lpl,l- thl'ongh his 011'11 ('xel'liolls Hllll 
JI1nkin!-! th(' 1'l'l'Ol'll of a nloHt ('['cditable Cllreer, 
lIe nnd his \\'ift' hllli ci~ht childrC'n, namely: 
Ella ~I. (:\II'~, Oln('~-), Flol'l'lJC'c I" (:III'~, Smith), 
Clnra II. CUrs, Gl'ecnslt'tt), Cnll'in D" nn nt­
torlley ill (,hk:!go, and ~tl'p\ll'n D. ;\In~', 

Ol'igill:tIl,I' a Whig ill politic-s, :'1[1', :'II:ty latl'J' 
\lel'Hlile what '1':1," (':1]]('ll a Dou;.:-Ias Dt'lIlocrnt. 
anti lh11'ing the ('h-il \\'11\' pt'l'iod \\,!lS n "igocous 
~UPPOl'tl'l' or tht' \\'ar polit-y of thc (;OI'('l'lIllI('IIt. 
OJ\(' of his sons was n:lllll'll in hanol' or St\'JI!ll'll 
.\, nO\l~laR, In hi!-; public life 11(' lIt'111 n Illllnhpl' 
ut' J(wal ofli[,l'~. ill('lutlill;,! those of .\1I1(,I'nIllJl or 
the ('it," of Hl'll'Idl'I'C' IInll Supel'\'isol' uf his tOWIl­
shill, 
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